P[stor’s M_ss[g_

July 5, 2020

Life’s Burdens

Fourt__nth Sun^[y in Or^in[ry Tim_

St Ign[tius
R_]or^_^ m[ss

Dear Parishioners:
Happy Independence Day weekend. Here’s to all
those patrioc speeches, ﬁreworks and parades. It’s an opportune moment to pause with family and friends to thank
God for our naon’s blessings, to acknowledge our blind
spots, and to re-commit ourselves to faithful cizenship in this
elecon year. In this weekend’s gospel, Jesus invites his hearers to be humble, and to learn from him how to bear the
hardships of life.

for July 5, 2020
will \_ [v[il[\l_ on our
w_\sit_: www.sip^x.org
Musi] :
Op_ning song – Lift High th_ Cross—BB 703
Int_rlu^_ Song—Th_ Summons—BB 383
M_^it[tion Song—This Is My Song—BB 733
Closing Song—Down to th_ Riv_r to Pr[y—BB
644

The ﬁrst reading from Zechariah is an oracle about the
character of the coming Messiah. This passage would shape
(Lyri]s [r_ post_^
the imaginaon of the young Jesus as he wondered what God
wanted him to do with his life. The passage said that God is
going to bless Israel by returning the people from exile and establishing a new king.

on our w_\sit_)

The burden of this expectaon for the Messiah could have been enormous. Does it overwhelm Jesus? Apparently not. Jesus does not see the task of returning his people from exile to be impossible. Is it
because his closeness with his Father helped him realize that accomplishing “the mysteries of the kingdom”
is up to God, not him?
There are some strong statements in today’s gospel from Ma/hew about Jesus and how he relates to
his Father. The more inmacy there is in a relaonship, the less it can be explained. Jesus is disclosing the
inmacy he has with his Father to his followers. Jesus hands to his disciples things that will cause consternaon. Yet le1ng them in on his pivotal relaonship with his Father is more important
than their comprehension of these things.
Jesus thanks his Father for revealing certain “things” to the disciples and not to
the wise (a reference to the Pharisees and teachers of the Law). These “things” are the
mysteries of the kingdom. These “things” are not dues or parcular direcves, but rather are a1tudes of trust and valuing care of people over careful performance of rituals.
What Jesus is calling things are his reversals of the interpretaon of the Law. It is
the yoke of the Law that becomes a burden when the Pharisees interpret it.
Connued on next page
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Jesus teaches that care of others and religious pracces are to embody their relaonship with God rather
than to be a means to win or achieve or guarantee that relaonship.
Jesus shows what it means to be his disciple: to preach without fear and without material support –
to risk rejecon and even persecuon. These are the things that Jesus thanks his Father for handing to the
li/le ones. Then he tells his followers (and us) that these things are not a burden. His “yoke” is easy. Imagine how the disciples felt having heard this.
The “yoke” that is the heaviness of the Law (especially as the Pharisees interpret it) is being replaced
by a personal relaonship with a gentle Jesus.
The “yoke” of Jesus is personal as well as culc or instuonal. He calls his disciples and us to community (church pracce) because loving care of others is not solitary. He summons us to pay a/enon to our
need for reconciliaon – to abandon interpersonal conﬂicts to make room for peace. Jesus encourages us to
be gentle with our own struggling selves as he is with us.
The “rest” that Jesus invites us to experience is the interior tranquility of a joyful conscience. Those
who labor without interior peace and compassion for their suﬀering brothers and sisters may ﬁnd that the
heaviness of their burdens comes from construcng a personal kingdom of their own ambion.
Is Jesus saying that life will no longer have its diﬃcules? No, but life will feel light again when you
experience the companionship of Jesus – who makes your burden easy and your yoke light because he accompanies you in shouldering all the challenges that come your way.
Jesus said his yoke was “easy,” and not “easier.” The yoke of Christ is not simply a be/er yoke that is
less painful than the anguish you endure by living only for yourself. It is a totally diﬀerent yoke that has its
own category of ease. The yoke of Christ brings about an enrely diﬀerent set of human acvies, and a radically diﬀerent life than seeking only your own comfort and security.
The yoke of Jesus is easy. Keep that in mind when you feel the tug back to self-concern and narrow
egosm. Yes, you need to submit to the discipline of Christ’s yoke if his values are to shine in you. But living
with Christ helping you face your challenges gives the peace that the world cannot give.
On this ﬁrst weekend of July, thank God for the labors of our ancestors who won for us the freedom
we enjoy as cizens of the United States. Acknowledge that our history has a terrible heritage of racism that
is ours today to redress. Even as we take up the burden of remedying such a pervasive injusce, celebrate
the unique invitaon of Jesus. Take his yoke of humility upon your shoulders, so all of us ﬁnd restoraon and
renewal for our lives together.
Fr. Craig Boly, S.J.
Pastor

M[ss R_[^ings
Mass Readings for July 5, 2020
Zechariah 9:9-10
Romans 8:9, 11-13
Ma/hew 11:25-30

Mass Readings for July 12, 2020
Isaiah 55:10-11
Romans 8:18-23
Ma/hew 13:1-23

Or^in[tion July 2020

P[rish St[ff
Phones Mon-Thursday
10am—2pm
503-777-1491
Email anyme at
oﬃce@sipdx.org

The link below will take you to a webpage with links to all of the Ordinaons
Live streaming:
h/ps://jesuitswest.org/2020-ordinaon?DTN=DTN20200616025713&bblinkid=232585585&bbemailid=23027518&bbejrid=1569166855

R[]i[l Justi]_ W__kly r_]omm_n^[tion
Let the church say Amen
Father J. Glenn Murray, S.J. describes what a good liturgy means from an African American perspecve. h/ps://uscatholic.org/church/prayer-and-sacraments/2008/07/letchurch-say-amen
A Poem: I, Too h/ps://www.poetryfoundaon.org/poems/47558/i-too
Black poetry: h/ps://blackexcellence.com/black-poets-you-should-know/

OutR_[]h ~ St Vin]_nt ^_ P[ul
In the Gospel today we hear Jesus say: “Come to me all you who labor and are burdened
and I will give you rest.” Help those who are burdened during these challenging mes
with informaon about how they can get help. St. Vincent de Paul provides food boxes as
well as rent and ulity assistance. SVdP Emergency Services can be reached at 503-2358431 Mon-Fri 9am-4pm. Have a safe and healthy Fourth of July holiday! Ma/hew Pearl

JVEnCorps
Now is the Time to Serve Our Community! Jesuit Volunteer
EnCorps, a program of JVC Northwest, facilitates rewarding opportunies for service,
community and spiritual formaon for adults 50 and be/er who are commi/ed to social
and ecological jusce. We are oﬀering new ways for our members (JVEs) to serve from
home during this me of increased need for those who live on the margins. JVEs meet
monthly online or in-person, creang spiritual community while staying safe. Our values
arise from the Catholic Ignaan tradion and JV Encorps is an inclusive and welcoming
community.
Priority applicaon deadline: August 31st. Opening Retreat in September. For more
informaon visit: www.jvencorps.org

Ku^os

&

Di^ you know

⇒Ma/ and Kelli for the deep dive into the school ﬁnances and the upcoming policy
handbook.
⇒Kelli for the temperature scanners.
⇒St. Ignaus children for their hard work on the welcome videos for Billy Biegler.
⇒The school created over 80 videos as a way to welcome Billy Biegler to our parish community!

⇒ Fr Craig celebrated his 46th anniversary of ordinaon on 6/29!!
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R. C. I. @. & High S]hool Confirm[tion
RCIA
• Do you feel drawn to learn more about the Catholic faith?
• Have you considered whether you might like to become Catholic yourself?
RCIA is a class that allows you to explore your own faith journey and discern
if the Catholic faith is one that you would like to be a part of. Please join our
20/21 class by registering on our website. If you have any quesons, please
contact Grace Byrd (gbyrd@sipdx.org)
High School Conﬁrmaon
Are you in high school, or will you be entering high school in the fall? If so,
then you are invited to register for St. Ignaus High School Conﬁrmaon. The
program will start this September and will be a hybrid model of digital learning combined with 6 in-person group gatherings including sessions, acvies
and a retreat. Registraon is open now! Just follow this link:
h/ps://www.sipdx.org/high-school-conﬁrmaon
Contact Grace Byrd with any quesons. (gbyrd@sipdx.org)
If you have a heart for working with youth and accompanying people on their unique faith journeys, please contact Grace about joining our High School Conﬁrma+on
leadership team.

F[mily Lif_
Mom’s Group meets Sundays 9:15-10:15 via Zoom.
During July we will be checking in with one another each week
and oﬀering one weekly “acon item” to do for racial jusce. To
join us, contact bschaller@sipdx.org for the Zoom link.
Vacaon Bible School: Be Strong and Of Good Courage!

Our parish has an email
based prayer chain you can
submit prayers or sign up to
pray for other’s intenons,
just email to
prayerchain@sipdx.org
In the subject line please
include either:
Asking for prayers
OR
Add me to the Email list to
pray

We are excited for the 16 families and 28 children who will be
parcipang in our St. Ignaus VBS program next week. Big thanks to those who
have contributed important content in the form of videos, handouts, music, deliveries and more: Michele Becker (& Ruby), Angela Kockler (& family), Nathan Williams,
Corpus family, Joe MacKenzie, Joseph Byrd, Godwin Toku, Joey Corpus, Olivia Tynan,
and the Schaller family. Parcipants should have received their supply deliveries.
Links to the daily introductory videos will be shared each day from July 6-10.
THANK YOU to all our helpers!!

First r_]on]ili[tion & Communion for 2n^ gr[^_rs
Registra+on is open for fall Sacramental Prepara+on
Link: h1ps://www.sipdx.org/ﬁrst-reconcilia+on-andeucharist

JUSTF@ITH ~

JUSTM@TTERS

Do you want to address racism but you don’t know where to begin? Join us -- St Ignaus parishioners
& friends -- to study, reﬂect and join in conversaons on the topics of Faith & Racial Equity.
Faith & Racial Equity, subtled Power and Privilege, examines topics such as white fragility, the
invenon of race, and privilege and the media.
Program Outline
One-Day Retreat: Community-Building & Self-Reﬂecve
Session 1: Introducon to Theme & White Fragility
Session 2: Origins of Race & Racial Identy
Session 3: Messages Inﬂuencing Understanding of Race
Session 4: Aﬀect of Whiteness on Instuons/Communies
Session 5: Guest Speaker, Privilege, and Educaon System
Session 6: Racialized Messages in Media
Session 7: Implicit Bias, Policing, Drug Policy
Session 8: Discerning Ways to Engage in Acon

For more informaon and to see the
full ﬂyers on JustMa1ers programs
visit our website link
h/ps://www.sipdx.org/jusWaith-1

There is a cost of approximately $40 per parcipant, but no one will be turned away because of cost.
We will meet via Zoom once a week (two and half hour/session) for 8 weeks on this journey together, beginning the ﬁrst week of August going through the last week of September.
More informaon will be presented and frequently asked quesons will be answered during a Zoom meeng
in the last week of July, 2020. For further informaon and/or an invitaon to the Zoom meeng, please contact George Veome/ (gveome/@gmail.com) or Le Tran (l/0101@yahoo.com).

Priv[t_ Pr[y_r Tu_s^[y & Thurs^[ys in Chur]h
“Open Church” me for private prayer from 11am to 1pm on Tuesdays
and Thursdays each week. What you need to know; Face masks will be required, and will be provided for those who need them, hand sanizer use
upon arrival, social distancing measures, following the state-mandated
guidelines of a maximum of 25 people. Signing in, and providing your contact informaon, will also be required.

S.E.E.L.
Portland SEEL will be oﬀering the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignaus in a virtual format beginning in September. SEEL is a
9-month retreat that invites retreatants to deepen their prayer life and grow in relaonship with God. Through one-on
-one spiritual direcon and a monthly two and a half hour online retreat, parcipants explore their deepest desires to
be reﬂecve, to discern God’s call and presence in their lives, to develop a personal relaonship with Jesus, and to seek
God in all things. Please visit our webpage at seelportland.org or call Janet Buck at 503-951-8682 for more informaon. The deadline for applicaons is August 15.

D[ily Int_ntions for Pr[y_r
Please keep in your prayers
Monday
Jul 06
Tuesday
Jul 07
Wednesday
Jul 08
Thursday
Jul 09
Friday
Jul 10

Ed Watkins
Henry Mancini
All Youth
All souls
Jim Emig

