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I had not heard from my uncle. Surely 
he would have called to say that he had 
received the blanket. I then decided to 
call him. When he heard that I had given 
the package to the kindly old priest, he 
said “Oh no! He has Alzheimer’s! I will 
need to enlist some people to help me 
find it.”

About an hour later, my uncle called 
back. “We found the package,” he said. 
The kindly old priest had taken the 
blanket into the Jesuit House Chapel 
and there, nestled it in the hay of the 
manger and laid it to rest at the feet of 
the Baby Jesus.

The following year, on May 19, 1998, my 
uncle passed away. I will never forget 
his kindly ways, his prayerfulness, his 
courage, and the story he gave me to 
share with others. And I will always 
remember the humble little priest 
whose first thought was to leave a warm 
blanket at the feet of the Baby Jesus. 
The priest’s actions prompted me to ask 
myself this question: What gift shall I 
lay at the feet of Jesus?

Marsha Ripple attends the 10:30 AM 
Mass at St. Ignatius.

It was the week before Christmas and I 
was looking forward to flying to Spokane 
and celebrating the holidays with my 
family. While there, I wanted to look up 
some old friends, spend some quality 
time with my parents and siblings, and 
get some much-needed rest from my 
teaching job. I also wanted to visit my 
uncle, a priest who lived at Jesuit House 
on the Gonzaga University Campus. 
He had terminal cancer and so it was 
imperative that I see him soon.

He was happy to see me and we visited as 
we used to do. He appeared able bodied 
and even jovial. Except for a yellowish 
pallor to his skin, I might not have 
known that he had cancer. In the course 
of our conversation, he told me that he 
was having trouble sleeping because he 
had such terrible back pain. He was not 
quite sure what to do about it. I made a 
mental note of this and decided I would 
look for a mattress-sized heating pad 
for him while I was Christmas shopping 
downtown. Surely that would help 
him. J. C. Penny’s had the heating pad 
I needed so I made my purchase and 
headed back to Gonzaga. This time, 
though, I would not be able to stop and 
visit but instead, would have to drop the 
package off and have someone give it to 
him.

I rang the bell and a kindly old priest 
came to the door. I told him that I 
wanted to drop off an electric mattress 
pad for my uncle and would he please 
give it to him? He agreed to make sure 
my uncle got the heating pad. I thanked 
him and then left.

A couple of hours later, I realized that 

Mon, December 22

       † Raymond Koudossou

Tue, December 23

   Healing of Bang Ngoc Hoang

Wed, December 24

       Christmas Eve

Thu, December 25

       Christmas Day

Fri, December 26

   Healing of Bang Ngoc Hoang

Mass Intensions

Have you enjoyed reading the weekly 
Wisdom from the Pews? Then this is a 
your chance to join other parishioners 
who have shared their faith journey as it 
relates to the weekend readings. 

Contact Joseph Byrd with any questions   
at jbyrd@sipdx.org or please consider 
registering to write your Wisdom 
from the Pews at: https://bit.ly/
wisdomfromthepews

Isaiah 7:10-14   
Romans 1:1-7   

Matthew 1:18-24Wisdom from the PewsMass Times 
Saturday Vigil

Sunday 8:00 AM
10:30 AM
7:00 PM

5:00 PM

Adoration 6:15 - 6:45 PM
before 7:00 PM Sunday Mass�

Weekday (M-F) 8:00 AM
at LJC - La Storta Chapel

Reconciliation

Giving

Saturdays, 3:30–4:30 PM, or 
by appointment 503 -777-1491
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http://www.sipdx.org
mailto:jbyrd%40sipdx.org?subject=
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0F4AADAF29A1FF2-50866405-wisdom#/
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WEEK 4

LOVE

21 2422 23
Light Angel’s 
Candle & pray 

for love

Watch A Christmas 
Carol (family 

friendly options 
are Mickey's 

Christmas Carol 
or The Muppet 

Christmas Carol) 
What is the 

symbolism of the 
children under 

the second spirit's 
robe?

Pray for refugees 
with the Holy 

Family as they flee 
to Egypt 

(Matthew 2:13-23)
Imagine a 

conversation with 
Mary or Joseph as 
you walk alongside 
them.  https://bible.

usccb.org/bible/
matthew/2

Celebrate the 
birth of Jesus 

at Mass

Joyfully Celebrating the Nativity of the LordJoyfully Celebrating the Nativity of the Lord

Christmas Eve
Wednesday, Dec. 24, 2025 

4 PM & 8 PM

Christmas Day
Thursday, Dec. 25, 2025

8 AM & 10 AM 

Feast of the Holy Family 
of Jesus, Mary and Joseph

Sunday, Dec. 28, 2025
8 AM & 10:30 AM (NO 7 PM Mass)

Saturday Vigil, Dec. 27, 2025
5 PM

2525

ST. IGNATIUS AVENT CALENDAR
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MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTOR
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     Ext 224
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     jantonio@sipdx.org
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Mac Chester
     Deacon
     mac.a.chester@gmail.com

Joseph Byrd
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     Ext 238
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     gbyrd@sipdx.org
     Ext 245

Deb Chester
     Litugy Coordinator
     liturgy.sipdx@gmail.com
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     Ext 227
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     Office Manager
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Parish Staff

Office Hours

Monday to Thursday
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM

I write this reflection knowing 
that many of you will read it on 
the fourth Sunday of Advent. 
Christmas falls on Thursday this 
year so it’s not too early for me to 
wish you, Merry Christmas!

Candles of courage for fears ever present,
Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days,
Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens,
Candles of love to inspire all my living,
Candles that will burn all year long.
When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,

us at Mass on Christmas Day, “the 
light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness has not overcome it.” I 
will light a candle in gratitude for how 
each of you bring your light to shine 
through your prayerful presence at 
Mass and your generous response to 
the broader community in need. I will 
light a candle that we will be united 
in heart and mind and effort 
as we continue the real work of 
Christmas in our homes, our city, 
our country and our world in the 
new year. 

From the entire St. Ignatius 
parish staff, may the blessings 
of Christmas be yours in 
abundance.

The message of the angels 
to shepherds, in the fields of 
Bethlehem, is still Good News for 
all those who can hear it and give it 
a place in their hearts, their lives, 
and their world. “For today, in the 
city of David, a savior has been 
born for you who is Christ and 
Lord.”

Mary Oliver, in her poem “Mysteries, 
Yes,” names what this Christmas 
event is all about. “Truly, we live 
with mysteries too marvelous to be 
understood.” So: what mysteries 
will you and your family and 
friends celebrate this Christmas? 
Will you celebrate the fact that 
God in Christ is Emmanuel (God-
with-us) in people and experiences 
we do not fully understand? Will 
you celebrate that God in Jesus has 
saved us? Saved us from despair 
by being hope. Saved us from 
darkness by being light. Saved us 
from death by being life. Saved 
us from isolation by inviting us 
into community. Mysteries are 
meant to be pondered. During this 
Christmas Season, may we all find 
time to ponder the incredible gift 
that God in Christ saves us.

If you do set aside time to ponder 
on these mysteries, you may want 
to light a candle. Poet and civil 
rights leader Howard Thurman 
recommends that we light candles 
this Christmas:

When the shepherds are back with their 
flock,
The work of Christmas begins:
To find the lost,
To heal the broken,

To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among others,
To make music in the heart.

I will light Candles this Christmas,
Candles of joy despite all the 
sadness,
Candles of hope where despair 
keeps watch,

Fr. San Mai, S.J.
Pastor

This Christmas I will light a candle to 
acknowledge how God is with us in this St. 
Ignatius community. I will light a candle 
because Christ the Light has come to the 
world and as the evangelist John reminds 
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COMMUNITY CONTRIBUTION

Christmas Flower Donations
If you would like to honor your loved ones with a 
Christmas flower donation, envelopes are available at the 
tables. Each name will be placed on a flower displayed in 
our church as a tribute of love and remembrance.

July 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026

Church tithing Actual Budget % of Goal

November 24-30, 2025 9,865 10,445 94%

Month of November 49,454 52,225 95%

Year-to-Date 206,408 585,000 35%

UNDER ONE ROOF - Fundraising Campaign

For years, Dillon Hall has been the 
gathering place for parish assemblies, 
school events, and student activities. Its 
roof now requires urgent replacement 
to preserve this vital space that unites 
our community.
Our fundraising goal is $250,000, and 
your contribution will help us complete 
this essential project.
Please consider supporting us by 
scanning the QR code or making a 
donation online (“Under One Roof” 
Fund). Thank you for your generosity!

Make a Year-end Donation 
to St. Ignatius Parish!

If you are age 73 or older, the IRS 
requires you to take required minimum 
distributions each year from your tax-
deferred retirement accounts. A qualified 
charitable donation (QCD) is a direct 
transfer of funds from your IRA, payable 
directly to a qualified charity such as 
St. Ignatius Parish. As 2025 draws to a 
close, please consider making a year-end 
donation to help us maintain and care for 
our beautiful church. A charitable IRA 
rollover is an easy way to make a gift to 
St. Ignatius Parish to help us grow our 
endowment.
You can directly transfer any amount up 
to $100,000 from your IRA and pay no 
income tax on the distribution, while 
making a charitable donation to our 
parish.

•	 You must be 701⁄2 or older.
•	 The transfer must go directly from 

your IRA to St. Ignatius.

Please check with your tax or financial 
advisor to see if this type of gift is right for 
you. If you need help with this transfer or 
have any questions, please call the parish 
office. Thank you for your generosity.

"Giving joyful thanks to the Father, 
who has qualified you to share in the 
inheritance of  his holy people in the 
kingdom of  light." (Colossians 1:12)

For several decades, St. Ignatius has 
been here in SE Portland serving 
people in faith, educating the young 
with hope, and engaging the world with 
the love of Christ and the Good News 
of the Gospel in the Jesuit tradition. 
Please prayerfully consider including 
the parish in your estate plans to help 
us sustain this mission for future 
generations. 
If you are interested in learning more 
about planned giving options at St. 
Ignatius Parish, please see the “Ways 
to Give” page on our website or contact 
Fr. San.

Planned Giving

https://onrealm.org/sipdx/-/form/give/default
https://www.sipdx.org/ways-to-give
https://www.sipdx.org/ways-to-give
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ST. IGNATIUS SCHOOL

Carol Pausz
cpausz@sispdx.org

Ext 246

Julie Frangipani
jfrangipani@sispdx.org

Ext 233

503-774-5533
www.sispdx.org

School Secretary

Principal

School Office
We welcomed many grandparents and 
special friends to see the final rehearsal of 
our Christmas Program this past Thursday 
morning. The students' artwork adorned 
the evening’s programs creating a special 
memento. Mr. Mackenzie and the students 
knocked it out of the park again this year 
with yet another fabulous Christmas 
Program! The student renditions of  "O 
Come, O Come, Emmanuel" and "The 
Peace Round" were particularly touching. 
What a joy to celebrate the Advent season 
together! 

Please consider St. Ignatius School for any last minute tax deductible 
donations which may be made through Realm or with a check dropped 
off at the parish offices. 

The Advent season has come alive in our 
school as students learn, serve, and grow 
in faith. Our second graders delighted us 
as a choir of singing elves, while our fifth 
graders created a beautiful Jesse Tree in 
our school’s entry. Meanwhile, our sixth 
graders shared the warmth of the season by 
singing Christmas carols for the residents 
at Courtyard Mt. Tabor. As we turn our 
hearts toward the coming of Christ in 
our midst, may we recognize the many 
blessings around us and celebrate the peace 
and hope He brings. Wishing you and your 
families a season filled with Christ’s light 
and love.

We are closed for Christmas break through January 4, 2026. We wish you 
all a blessed, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! “It is Christmas 
every time you let God love others through you,“ – Mother Teresa of 
Calcutta.

Carol Pausz
Principal
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FREE ONLINE 

MEMBERSHIP*

For new online membership applications
submitted until December 31st, 2021.

*for 1-year, regular dues are $30/year thereafter.

Visit kofc.org/joinus   Enter code MCGIVNEY2020

  LAW OFFICE OF 

JOANNA DORCHUCK
Wills • Trusts • Probate

Estate Planning
Personal Injury 

503-788-7050
joannadorchuck@gmail.com

4932 SE Woodstock

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 

4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.808.9294CALL NOW!

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

Petrina
Construction Inc.

503-331-1669
503-516-1995

CCB #62778

Neighborhood Remodeler
Since 1977

www.PetinaConstruction.com

Express your own wishes 

and relieve the financial 

burden for those you 

love...

Reach out to learn more about

the many benefits of
pre-planning your funeral in a

beautiful & historic setting. 

503.246.6488
FHinfo@RiverViewCemetery.org

CEMETERY
FUNERAL HOME

DeNicola’sDeNicola’s    
Authentic Italian Restaurant

Donata DeNicola, Owner

(503) 239-5221(503) 239-5221
donatadb58@gmail.com 

DeNicolasItalianDining.com

Full ServiceFull Service

LANDSCAPINGLANDSCAPING

(503) 774-8075(503) 774-8075

Lawn Res to ra t i on  Exper ts

3380 SE Powell Blvd., Portland, OR 972023380 SE Powell Blvd., Portland, OR 97202

503.233.4891 503.233.4891 || Sales Inquires 503.905.4500 Sales Inquires 503.905.4500

PACIFIC FISH & OYSTERPACIFIC FISH & OYSTERPACIFIC FISH & OYSTER

Odd Fellows Assisted Living

Mychael Dokka,  
Executive Director

3102 SE Holgate Blvd, Portland, OR 97202

mdokka@holgatecenter.org

503-872-1104

Gus Nadelhoffer

State Farm Insurance Agent

4818 SW Scholls Ferry Rd

Portland, OR

503-292-2601

Villa St Margaret

Independent Living

3825 SE 80th • Portland

(971) 400-6912

Full Service Law Firm
Personal Injury & Accidents

Wills w Trusts w Estates
Business w Real Estate

Landlords’ Rights

(503) 255-8795
contact@warrenallen.com

John J. O’Hara - Retired

Hardware, Tools & Feed
Garden Supplies

Traeger Grill Parts

6089 SE Johnson Creek Blvd.

503-775-6767
PEGGY CASSINELLI

TONY CASSINELLI 
wichitafeedandhardware.com

FEED & HARDWARE

ASBESTOS, LEAD, MOLD

ENVIRONMENTAL

TESTING & ANALYSIS

(503) 309-9925

www.greatnwenvironmental.com
4800 Meadows Rd, Suite 339 Lake Oswego, OR 97035

       Serving the Northwest Since 1990     LBPI-2115

Woodstock
Law Offices

Accidents/Personal Injury

Free Consultations
2 blocks from Our Lady of Sorrows

Next to the Public Library

SE 50th & Woodstock

Benjamin O. Falk
Attorney at Law

4932 SE Woodstock, Portland OR

Woodstock Professional Building

503-774-3344
ben@benfalklaw.com

www.benfalklaw.com

Our small, fully hands-on classes are the perfect
 date night, family activity or night out with friends!

Gift Certificates Available
For Private Parties or Team-Building Events email Claire

at claire@cookingwithcompanypdx.com
1100 SE Division St. Port. OR 97202 - (503) 461-0984

Book

Today

Jolene Weber
503-762-4510  Weber Insurance Agency

Auto, Home, Condo, Renters, Landlord, Umbrella, 

Life, Retirement, Boat, MC, RV, ORV

We know you’re insured, but are you protected? 

Need help with Medicare?
I’m your local Providence
Medicare Advantage expert.

Contact me to set up a
personalized appointment.

Emmett Dooney  503-206-4080
medicare@ddibeneťts.com
By calling this number you will be directed to a contracted, independent licensed

agent authorized to sell products for Providence Medicare Advantage Plans.
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LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS
Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME Angela Owen

aowen@4lpi.com • (800) 950-9952 x5022

Servicing the Portland Metro Area Since 1975
A Family owned and operated full service 

mechanical shop for old & new makes and models.

2150 Se Powell Blvd, Portland, OR 97202

Mon. - Fri. 7:30am-5:30pm • Sat. 8am-3pm

Closed Sun


