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Keep Ready! Be Recognizable!    

 

Dear Parishioners: 

 

 Next week is Stewardship Commitment Sunday.  How do 

you want to repay the Lord for all God’s blessings to you?  Watch 

for a special stewardship video on our website featuring various 

parishioners saying why they give financial support to the parish. 

 

 Today’s Gospel about the ten maidens wai(ng for the 

bridegroom is a parable not about sharing but about being ready.  

Jesus was seen as the bridegroom of the wedding feast, and his 

sudden appearance was eventually understood as his second com-

ing at the end of (me. 

 

 There’s no doubt about it: the first Chris(ans fully expected 

Jesus to return very soon.  St. Paul and the first Chris(an authors 

wrote about it.  Yet they were increasingly disappointed as weeks, months, and years went by, and Jesus was a no-

show.  Was Jesus coming back at all, and if so, when?  Today’s story is Ma.hew’s answer to that dilemma. 

 

 The parable of the ten maidens is for those who were losing heart, losing faith, and giving up.  Jesus basically 

warns his disciples to be prepared, no ma.er what the schedule.  The Lord, like the bridegroom, will indeed come, but 

he will come when we least expect him.  So don’t be foolish.  Be prepared. 

 

 Some people eagerly await Jesus to come again “as the judge of the living and the dead.”  There’s so much 

that’s broken in the world.  Tensions from our na(onal elec(on are a case in point.  Some believers long for Jesus to 

come and punish the wicked and vindicate the good people – restore fundamental human decency and dignity. 

 

 Understandable as that longing may be, like the community addressed by Ma.hew in 

today’s gospel, you are stuck with the “meanwhile.”  Un(l that desired second coming takes 

place, how are you to live?  In today’s parable, Ma.hew offers two ways to handle the 

“meanwhile” – be prepared and be recognized. 

 

 First, be prepared not only for the visita(on of Jesus in judgment and death.  Jesus actu-

ally comes very o8en, in many ways during your life(me: inspira(on to help those in need; the 

out-of-the-blue sense that you should pray; the unease at the back of your mind that you should 

get out of what is s(fling you; leave the situa(on that is stealing your heart; the sudden impulse 

to be return kindness for bi.erness, to be noble and less selfish. 
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Nov. 9—13, 2020   
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 Then there are the more insistent a.en(on-ge.ers: the death of a friend; the onset of an illness; seeing an old 

person in the mirror; a flash of beauty in an athlete; the falling-asleep-in-your arms of your first child or grandchild.  

These are visits from the holy Spirit.  If you could only recognize, stay awake and embrace these (mes when the groom 

arrives, you would be prepared, no ma.er the moment of the final visit.  This is the parable’s first lesson. 

 

 The second lesson is to live in such a way as to be recognized as Jesus’ spiritual kin.  As William Bausch says in 

his essay on the ten maidens, the truly terrible words that Jesus says in the parable are, “Amen, I say to you, I do not 

know you.”  Can you think of any more terrifying words in the en(re gospel?  Jesus does not know you?  A bap(zed 

Catholic, a regular a.endee at Mass, and a devoted giver of alms to support the church?  Why doesn’t he know you? 

 

 The clue comes in another part of the gospel, when his mother and family want to see Jesus but can’t get near 

because of the crowd.  So they send word up the line, and someone says to Jesus, “Excuse me, your mother and family 

are here to see you.”  Remember what he says?  He turns around, gestures to the crowd, and says for everyone to 

hear, “Who are my mother and brother and sister?  Those who do the will of my Father are my real mother and broth-

er and sister.” 

 

 So it’s not your bap(smal cer(ficate or no(fica(on on your driver’s license – “I am important Catholic, in case 

of an accident call a Bishop” – that will save you.  It’s only your faith and good works that configure you to Christ, and 

make you mother, brother, and sister.  That is to say, they make you instantly recognizable.   

 

 The parable expresses this point about personal responsibility in a startling moment when the five foolish 

maidens ask the five wise ones for some of their oil.  Remember?  The wise ones say, “No way.”  That sounds pre.y 

selfish from a group of supposedly wise maidens.  But they’re wiser than you think: the fact is that the oil stands for 

faith and good works, and these are simply not transferable.  You can’t borrow the oil of faith.  You can’t borrow an-

other’s good works.  You must respond to God’s call yourself. 

 

 For those who live in the “meanwhile,” it comes down to this.  Once upon a (me there were ten maidens.  Five 

were wise and stayed alert to receive the Groom in his many visita(ons.  As a result, they kept their supply of oil full by 

faith and good works.  When the Groom came for the final (me, it was a family reunion; the household door was open. 

 

 Five of the maidens were foolish and constantly distracted.  “There’s never enough (me,” as they went off in 

many direc(ons, leaving their loved ones neglected, the poor uncared for, and their neighbors unaffirmed in the ways 

of God.  They were just too preoccupied with other priori(es than to listen to the whisperings of the Spirit, or to fill 

their lamps with faith and good works. They had become, alas, strangers.  “I do not recognize you,” were the last words 

they heard before the door was shut. 

 

 A8er two millennia of faith prac(ce, it has become clear that the Risen Lord is present at the two most im-

portant moments in a person’s life: “now” and “at the hour of our death.”  You are given a brief allotment of (me – this 

day, this hour, this moment.   Your challenge is to be present to the One who is always already here.    
  

Fr. Craig Boly, S.J.      

Pastor 

Con�nued from front page: 
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Mass Readings for Nov 8, 2020 

Wisdom 6:12-16 

Thessalonians 4:13-18 

Ma.hew 25:1-13 

Mass Readings for Nov 15, 2020 

Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31 

1 Thessalonians 5:1-6 

Ma.hew 25:14-30 

M[ss R_[^ings  



P[rish St[ff 

Office Hours  

Mon-Thursday 

10am—2pm 

503-777-1491 
 

Email any�me at 

office@sipdx.org 

 

 

Pastor 

Craig Boly, SJ 

cboly@sipdx.org  

Ext  231 
 

Associate Pastor 

Billy Biegler, SJ 

bbiegler@sipdx.org 

Ext 226 

 

Senior Priest 

Dan Sullivan, SJ 

dsullivan@sipdx.org  

Ext 224 

 

Pastoral Admin & Music 

Joseph Byrd 

jbyrd@sipdx.org  

Ext 238 

 

Faith Forma�on/RCIA 

Grace Byrd 

gbyrd@sipdx.org  

Ext 245 

 

Family Life 

Beth Schaller 

bschaller@sipdx.org  

Ext 236 

 

Facili�es Manager 

Steve Scopelle� 

sscopelle�@sipdx.org  

Ext 227 

 

Office Manager 

Pa@y Frangipani 

pfrangipani@sipdx.org 

OR 

office@sipdx.org 

Ext 221 

DID YOU KNOW: 

That St. Igna(us School is one of only 25 surviving K-8 schools in Jesuit parishes 

across the country that forms students with Igna(an iden(ty? 

 

That our Distance Learning program just earned a 98.3% report sa(sfied or very 

sa(sfied with the quality of academic standards? 

 

That we have been hugely impacted by COVID and need your help? 

  

St. Igna(us School is an incredible place that is being financially challenged by the cur-

rent dynamics. On Nov. 21, we are hos(ng a virtual talent show to share the depth, 

warmth and sheering amazingness of this community. We are asking everyone to raise 

their paddles to $150K to help us close the general fund gap.  

  

We know this is a big ask. We’ve never done this before, but we haven’t been here be-

fore either. If there is one thing this community has – it’s talent and the incredible ca-

pacity to dream and make things happen. Please consider being part of the solu�on of 

helping St. Igna�us School rise through these challenges.  

 Please  Join Us For A Livestream Event On  
November 21, 2020 @7:00PM  

Livestream Link :  

h@ps://sispdx.ejoinme.org/123 

Stay safe, take care of each other, it’s what we do! 

Kelli Clark, Principal 

kclark@sipdx.org 

St Ign[tius S]hool 

St Vin]_nt ^_ P[ul 

The St. Igna(us St. Vincent de Paul pantry has not missed a food box delivery because of the 

pandemic. That has been due to the flexibility of our volunteers. Limi(ng the number of vol-

unteers in the pantry at any one (me to one person, unless the volunteers are a family, has 

enabled the pantry to con(nue to serve our neighborhood. Here are some sta(s(cs for the 

period October 2019 – September 2020: 22 volunteers provided 844 individuals from 291 

families food boxes that totaled 28,597 lbs of food! Addi(onally, 112 individuals from 50 

families received u(lity and rent assistance. Occasionally the pantry receives thank you 

notes from grateful clients, a reminder that giving does make a difference. 



Co-Chair:  Joyce Keane 

Joyce.sipdx@gmail.com 

 

Co-Chair: James Nguyen 
james@dragonberryproduce.com 

 

Pastoral Council Members: 
 

Ma@hew Pearl 

mjmpearl@aol.com 

 

Genie Filipowcz 

genieflip@gmail.com 

 

Jeremy McKay 

Michele.mckay@me.com 

 

Emily Gumper 

emilygumper@gmail.com 

 

Norman Williams 

jimtam7@gmail.com 

 

Abby Morales 

ahefer75@gmail.com 

 

Mike Moore Jr. 

Mike.moorejr@gmail.com 
 

P[stor[l Coun]il 

Our parish has an email 

based prayer chain you can 

submit prayers or sign up to 

pray for other’s inten�ons, 

just email to   

prayerchain@sipdx.org 

 

In the subject line please  

include either: 

Asking for prayers 

 OR  

Add me to the Email list to 

pray  

Pope Francis’s Message for the Fourth World Day of the Poor: “Stretch forth your 

hand to the poor” (Sir 7:32) 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, November 15, 2020 

“Stretch forth your hand to the poor” challenges the aStude of those who prefer to 

keep their hands in their pockets and to remain unmoved by situa(ons of poverty in 

which they are o8en complicit. Indifference and cynicism are their daily food. … If 

they stretch out their hands, it is to touch computer keys to transfer sums of money 

from one part of the world to another, ensuring the wealth of an elite few and the 

dire poverty of millions and the ruin of en(re na(ons. 

  

Read the en(re message: 

 h.p://www.va(can.va/content/francesco/en/messages/poveri/documents/papa-

francesco_20200613_messaggio-iv-giornatamondiale-poveri-2020.pdf 

11/8 - Fr. Billy Biegler, SJ & Edith Stein/Praying with 

the Gospel of Matthew   

W__kly R[] i[l Just i ]_ r_]omm_n^[t ion 

@ group form[t ion—Fr[t_ll i  Tutt i 

Pope Francis reviews “the symptoms of an unhealthy society” in this encyclical.  His 

medita(on on the Parable of the Good Samaritan (Lk 10:25-37) leads to an examina-

(on of who is my neighbor.  Pope Francis suggests respecWul dialogue and proposes 

that we answer with “a new vision of fraternity and social friendship.”  He says that 

“everyone has a fundamental role to play” in wri(ng “a new page of history, a page 

full of hope.” 
 

Our discussion will be led by Ma.hew Pearl and Richard Silva on Sunday evenings at 

6:00 p.m. beginning on November 15, 2020 for eight weeks.  Mee(ngs will be held 

via the Zoom conferencing so8ware. November classes:  11/15, 11/29 
 

• Register by sending your name and e-mail address to Ma.hew 

(mjmpearl@aol.com . Please include a note if you have never used Zoom before 

and think you will need help geSng started.   

• Download a free copy here (h.ps://us02web.zoom.us). 

• Download a free copy of the pdf version of Fratelli TuS at 

h.p://www.va(can.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-

francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tuS.html or purchase a printed copy 

from the US Conference of Bishops for $13.95 at h.ps://www.usccb.org/

resources/fraternity-and-social-friendship-fratelli-tuS  

• Read the Introduc(on and the first chapter “Dark Clouds Over a Closed World” 

before the first mee(ng. 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO JOIN 



 

Advent Candles??  Preparing for Advent at home… 

Do you need a set of Advent taper candles or an Advent ring for your home this year?  Normally we sell them at the 

Advent Fes(val…but with things a li.le different this year you can contact bschaller@sipdx.org and I will order accord-

ingly.  Deadline is Nov. 18
th

 to place your order.  Cost:  $4/set.  A limited number of Advent rings are also available ($5/

ring).   

Children’s Liturgy – Sunday, Nov. 8 at 10:30 a.m.  

*Special request - If you can change the name of the Zoom screen to your child/children’s 

names, it helps our leaders!   

Topic: St. Igna(us CLW - Sunday 11.08.2020 

Time: Nov 8, 2020 10:30 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 

Join Zoom Mee(ng 

h.ps://us04web.zoom.us/j/75938257739?pwd=WEllMVdhZlBXWkkzMkJYSS8xakxwUT09 

Mee�ng ID: 759 3825 7739       *       Passcode: CLW 

Our Children’s Liturgy program is being offered this fall by Nathan Williams, Michele Becker and Angela & Nick Kockler 

each Sunday from 10:30-11:30 a.m.  It’s recommended for ages 5-10, but all are welcome.  We will do our best to 

share the link in the parish bulle(n each week so be sure to look for it there if you don’t receive your family life news-

le.er.   

2020-2021 Sacramental Prepara�on Home-study Program 

Please pray for the 20 children preparing for the Sacrament of Reconcilia(on through the home-study program this 

fall.  They will celebrate their First Reconcilia(on on the 14
th

! 

Nov. 14
th

 – Communal Reconcilia(on at 10am in the Church. 

 

Mom’s Groups meets 2
nd

 & 4
th

 Sundays to study Wisdom Literature 

Our next gathering will be on Sunday, Nov. 8
th

 from 9:15-10:15 a.m.  The homework is 

to read Proverbs, chapters 22-31.  We will spend (me studying the “Woman of 

Strength” in Proverbs 31.  To join the mee�ng, email bschaller@sipdx.org for the Zoom 

link.  All are welcome! 

Nov. 22 – Ideas for celebra(ng Advent and Christmas at home 

Nov. 29 – Advent begins – we will meet weekly for a 

reflec(on. 
 

Warmly, 

Beth Schaller 

Family Life Coordinator, bschaller@sipdx.org 

D[ily M[ss Int_ntions  

Please keep in your prayers  

Monday    Nov  9  Eldin Hadziric 

Tuesday    Nov 10  Antonio Andric 

Wednesday  Nov 11  Paul Tran 

Thursday  Nov 12  Mike Merriman 

Friday   Nov 13  Jim Emig 

REDCROSS BLOOD DRIVE 

Nov. 22, 2020 9AM-2PM  Blood drive.  Sign up at:   

h.ps://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/dona(on-(me  

Or call Jim Mumby for informa(on mums.the.word@centurylink.net  

F[mily Lif_ 

Office & School closed  

November 11, 2020 

In celebration of 

Veteran’s Day! 



Women’s ARISE! Retreat 

“Now the people were filled with expectation, and all were asking in their hearts whether 
John might be the Messiah. 16 [f]John answered them all, saying, “I am baptizing you with 
water, but one mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his san-

dals. He will baptize you with the holy Spirit and fire.” – Luke 3:15-16 

 

Let your heart be filled with expectation this Advent as you give yourself a morning to pray 
and reflect in the company of other women. Reflections offered by Antoinette Toku and  

Tara Ludwig, followed by personal reflection and group sharing.    
Register at:  https://www.sipdx.org/retreat-sign-up-arise 

 

Donations gratefully accepted.  Please send them to:  St. Ignatius Catholic Church, c/o Beth 
Schaller, 3400 SE 43rd Ave, Portland, OR 97206 or pay via the St. Ignatius “Realm” app 

with “Advent Retreat” in the memo line.  Questions?  Contact bschaller@sipdx.org 

Art:  www.quiltedlizard.com 

 To Grace for a wonderful Realm blast !  

 Thanksgiving Mass is at 10AM on 11/26/2020  

 We will soon be able to LIVESTREAM!!              

Next week our special collec(on will support the Catholic Campaign for 

Human Development. Forty million people in the United States live in pov-

erty. This collec(on supports programs that empower people to iden(fy 

and address the obstacles they face as they work to bring permanent and 

posi(ve change to their communi(es. Learn more about the Catholic Cam-

paign for Human Development at www.usccb.org/cchd/collec$on.  Enve-

lopes available in office and church for your check or online at h.ps://www.sipdx.org/give 

My cousin, Father François Xavier Rukundo shared with me the concerns they are experiencing during this pandemic, and needed 

help from me to help open their parish as soon as they meet government’s requirements. 

Most of churches are s(ll closed in Rwanda since March, 2020 to avoid the spread of COVID-10, but the government gave some of 

them authoriza(on to open their doors if they have a modern and safe place to wash their hands. His parish is located to the rural 

area where most of parishioners are poor and even struggling to put food on table at this (me because most of ac(vi(es are 

closed down, and there are no public benefits like here in USA. Parishioners (2,842) are hopeless and thirsty of Eucharist, and miss 

gathering to praise God. They have to follow government rules in order to open the church to celebrate mass, unfortunately they 

cannot afford that any (me soon unless they receive financial assistance. From where???.... They don't know, just praying for 

God's will. 
 

Please pray for this request and share with whoever else you think can understand and have a big heart to help this parish. 

For more informa(on or to help 

Thank you for your understanding and peace be with you.   Marie Abijuru   

Contact Marie at mgabijuru@yahoo.com  

C[thol i] C[mp[ ign for Hum[n D_v_lopm_nt 

Ku^os    &   Di^ YOU Know? 

In Th[nksgiving for th_ lif_ of  Fr[n]_s Boly 

Virgin M[ry Moth_r of Go^ p[rish—Ny[\itim\o vi 

Would you like to help St. Philip Neri  parish with bringing hot Thanksgiving Meals and other supplies to our unhoused neigh-

bors?  Please contact Sarah Peroutka if interested: sarah.peroutka@gmail.com or follow this link to the Amazon Wish List 

h.ps://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3OUO4CDWNBO3I?ref_=wl_share  

H_lp for n_igh\oring p[rish vi 




