P[stor’s M_ss[g_

O]to\_r 18, 2020

Tw_nty–Ninth Sun^[y in Or^in[ry Tim_

You Are The Coin Of God
Dear Parishioners:
The “Caesar saying” in Ma hew’s gospel today is one
of Jesus’ most famous remarks. As we approach the na#onal
elec#on in these conten#ous #mes, now is a chance to reﬂect
on how Jesus deals with religious prac#ce and poli#cs.
The coinage in ques#on bore the image of the Roman
emperor, who was called a god. As a graven image of a false
god, it contravened the second commandment. Jewish money changers set up booths outside the Temple precincts because oﬀensive Roman coins had to be exchanged for Temple
shekels. Jews could only purchase lambs for sacriﬁce with
Temple shekels.
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The irony is that Jewish authori#es compromised themselves and their religious principles when they
rendered service to a false deity in distant Rome by traﬃcking in money exchange. Jesus’ response is a reminder that there is a huge gap between Caesar’s realm and God’s realm. No one can serve two masters.
One god ins#gates the suﬀering and death of Jesus, while the true God achieves the real victory – new life,
resurrec#on.
When a foreign power occupies your country, you have three choices: ﬁght them every step of the
way; join them; or give them as li le as necessary so you can get on with your life. In occupied Israel, some
Jews refused to pay taxes to Caesar, some grudgingly paid to avoid persecu#on, and some (like Ma hew) actually collected taxes for Caesar.
Jesus had the same three choices as his neighbors had. He would not betray his own people by helping Caesar tax them. And he did not want to muddy his primary mission by ge:ng sidetracked over a false dichotomy – whether you could be a good Jew and s#ll pay taxes.
Jesus turned the ques#on into a “teachable moment.” Just as you give Caesar
his due, so you should give God his due. It seems to se le the ma er. But a further
ques#on remains unanswered. If the tax belongs to Caesar, what belongs to God? Does
all of your money that is le= a=er taxes belong to God? A biblical #the? Or whatever
remains a=er you have taken care of all your other priori#es?
Con#nued on next page
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Con nued from front page:

Scholars say that the coin oﬀered to Jesus probably had the image of the reigning emperor, Tiberius.
Min#ng coinage in your own image was an act of sovereignty. Each successive emperor would begin his
reign by destroying the currency of his predecessor in order to replace it with his own.
When Jesus tells his followers to pay their taxes, he reinforced the allegiance every good ci#zen owes
to temporal authority. Believers are to perform their civic du#es and pay their taxes, however diﬃcult these
may be. “Whose image is stamped on the coin?” “Caesar’s.” “Then it must belong to Caesar: but whose image is stamped on you?” “God’s.” “Then you must belong to God.”
Think of what it means to belong to God – bearing the image of God. When God decided to have a
life outside the Trinity, God in Jesus expressed the divine image in a human person. You and I are human
persons, too – numbered, autographed, limited-edi#on images of God. That you “reﬂect God” as God’s image is not just a legal ﬁc#on – it is authen#cated by divine DNA. In light of this divine iden#ty, what do you
owe God?
Some think that today’s advice from Jesus jus#ﬁes a variety of poli#cal theories regarding the secular
and the sacred worlds. Remember the medieval “two-sword” theory, or the “throne and altar” theology of
Luther, or the separa#on of church and state in the American cons#tu#on? Jesus did not mean that religion
and poli#cs have to be in separate boxes. He challenges his followers to be the salt, the light, and the leaven
that will unite and sanc#fy both worlds. All your talents and wealth and health are at the service of blessing
your fellow human beings.
What does it mean that you are an authen#c image of God – a personal, non-transferable passion of
God? What does that imply? It means that you can hold nothing back, keep no spare change for private use.
The divine image engraved on you makes you more precious than gold, unrepeatably unique, des#ned for
enjoyment of communion with Unapproachable Light without end. Amen.
Fr. Craig Boly, S.J.
Pastor

Bring [ photo of ^_p[rt_^ lov_^ on_s
You are invited to bring a picture of your loved ones you want our community to remember in their prayers as we
approach All Souls Day.
This year we will collect a copy of a photo to be included in our weekend recorded Masses. You may drop oﬀ a photo
at the oﬃce during the Month of October between 10AM & 2PM or email it to the oﬃce@sipdx.org. Photos will be
displayed on Mary’s altar and our recorded Masses throughout November.
This year our Memorial Mass is on
Wednesday, November 4 at Noon call to sign up for this Mass. 503-777-1491 x 221.

M[ss R_[^ings
Mass Readings for Oct 18, 2020
Isaiah 45:1, 4-6
1 Thessalonians 1:1-5b
Ma hew 22:15-21

Mass Readings for Oct 25, 2020
Exodus 22:20-26
1 Thessalonians 1:5C-10
Ma hew 22:34-40

St Ign[tius S]hool
You go from here to imagine a circle of compassion and then imagine
nobody standing outside that circle.
-Fr. Greg Boyle, SJ
Did you hear the wonderful news this week that Fr. Greg Boyle, SJ, and Homeboy industries was awarded the Hilton Humanitarian prize, the world’s largest humanitarian
award, for allevia#ng human suﬀering? The recogni#on speciﬁcally called out not only
the diﬀerence made in their community of L.A., but that they had changed the model for
being with people on the margins around the world.
At the school this year, we are walking very closely with Fr. Boyle’s ideas of Radical Kinship and how to build inclusive community. The faculty and staﬀ read his book “Barking
to the Choir” over the summer and the School Advisory Commission is reading it now.
Their Dolores Mission school is one of only 25 surviving elementary schools like ours
that was founded by the Jesuits.
One of the hallmarks that draws people to our parish school is a great focus of Igna#an
spirituality: unity. It is even more cri#cal in these days of distance learning and isola#on
to make sure that everyone is included and that kindness is a value. Students will begin
to understand this year that they ﬁnd their iden#ty and strength in exercising Radical
Kinship: it is an expansive and abundant way to be in the world.
In this tense #me of pandemic, elec#on and economic upheaval, it seems an increasingly
tricky task to ﬁnd and cul#vate common ground and commit to the common good. It is
gra#fying that our students already have this as a core prac#ce: we
are all one in Christ.
PLEASE SAVE THE DATE FOR OUR VIRTUAL FALL FUNDRAISER:
November 21. You will be so surprised at the fun that is planned!
More info to follow next week!
Stay safe, take care of each other: it’s what we do!
Kelli Clark
Principal, St. Igna#us School

Mass Schedule ~ Monday-Friday at NOON
To attend WEEKDAY MASSES, you no longer need to sign up
ahead of time.
Simply sign in with your name and phone number when you
enter the church.
The number of participants MUST remain at or below 50, so parishioners
are asked to self-monitor the number of people signed up.
Mask is required.
(Sunday Masses continue to be recorded and posted on our website at
sipdx.org )

Confession Weekly Schedule ~ Friday’s following NOON Mass
(changed from Saturday to Friday’s)

P[rish St[ff
Oﬃce Hours
Mon-Thursday
10am—2pm

503-777-1491
Email any me at
oﬃce@sipdx.org

Pastor
Craig Boly, SJ
cboly@sipdx.org
Ext 231
Parochial Vicar
Billy Biegler, SJ
bbiegler@sipdx.org
Ext 226
Senior Priest
Dan Sullivan, SJ
dsullivan@sipdx.org
Ext 224
Pastoral Admin & Music
Joseph Byrd
jbyrd@sipdx.org
Ext 238
Faith Forma on/RCIA
Grace Byrd
gbyrd@sipdx.org
Ext 245
Family Life
Beth Schaller
bschaller@sipdx.org
Ext 236
Facili es Manager
Steve Scopelle
sscopelle @sipdx.org
Ext 227
Oﬃce Manager
PaBy Frangipani
pfrangipani@sipdx.org
OR
oﬃce@sipdx.org
Ext 221

P[stor[l Coun]il
Co-Chair: Joyce Keane
Joyce.sipdx@gmail.com
Co-Chair: James Nguyen
james@dragonberryproduce.com

Pastoral Council Members:
MaBhew Pearl
mjmpearl@aol.com
Genie Filipowcz
genieﬂip@gmail.com
Jeremy McKay
Michele.mckay@me.com
Emily Gumper
emilygumper@gmail.com
Norman Williams
jimtam7@gmail.com
Abby Morales
ahefer75@gmail.com
Mike Moore Jr.
Mike.moorejr@gmail.com

Our parish has an email
based prayer chain you can
submit prayers or sign up to
pray for other’s inten ons,
just email to
prayerchain@sipdx.org
In the subject line please
include either:
Asking for prayers
OR
Add me to the Email list to
pray

Worl^ Mission Sun^[y—O]t 18th
Be Bap#zed and Sent—on Mission in the World! Today, World Mission Sunday, in
this Extraordinary Missionary Month, we are called to personal encounter with Jesus Christ alive in the Church, and to oﬀer, through this Eucharis#c celebra#on, our
prayers and our generous ﬁnancial support, through the Society for the Propaga#on
of the Faith, to con#nue the mission of Jesus. Today we are “sent” out to witness to
Mission in the world through our prayers and personal sacriﬁces for our brothers
and sisters around the world. As li le as…
-> $25 helps support a catechist for a month in remote La#n America
-> $75 provides for the work of religious Sisters caring for orphaned children in Africa
-> $100 assists poor children in boarding
schools in Asia

As always, your prayers are your most
treasured gi= to the Missions. Your
prayers and ﬁnancial help, oﬀered today, WORLD MISSION SUNDAY, support
mission priests, religious Sisters and
Brothers, and lay catechists who are
Christ’s witnesses to a world so in need
of His healing, love, and peace.

W__kly R[]i[l Justi]_ r_]omm_n^[tion
Jesuits West “Wrestling with Whiteness” series-h ps://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfBq-N3VqH0O0zIObh3m3td6prvOSdjOklAxqM3jAYDtrqNA/viewform

H_lping our N_igh\ors!
Thank you for your con#nued generosity to the Wildﬁre Relief Fund! Checks can s#ll
be sent to: The Archdiocese of Portland, Wildﬁre Relief Fund, P.O. Box 15149 Portland, OR 97293. Ques#ons? cgaston@archdpdx.org or 503-233-8332.

In Th[nksgiving for th_ lif_ of L_[h M]Elh[n_y
Ku^os

&

Di^ YOU Know?

 To Grace and the Conﬁrma#on team for leading Sunday’s session! (There are 21 HS stu-

dents in class)
 Did you know: The parish staﬀ is sending out items if interest each Monday to your
email!!

F[mily Lif_

D[ily M[ss Int_ntions
Please keep in your prayers

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Oct 19
Oct 20
Oct 21
Oct 22
Oct 23

Louie Piere:
Tom Kiefer
Winnie Kucas
Kenny Bibles
Jim Emig

