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S_pt_m\_r 6, 2020

How To Love Diﬃcult People?
Dear Parishioners:

Tw_nty–Thir^ Sun^[y in Or^in[ry Tim_

St Ign[tius
R_]or^_^ m[ss
for S_pt_m\_r 6, 2020

This Labor Day holiday weekend 2020 is like no other because of the pandemic. Instead of celebra ng the last ﬂing of summer with family and friends, you hear cau ons about relaxing social
distancing prac ce. Instead of the usual buzz of excitement to see
classmates on the ﬁrst day of school, children and parents are
ge'ng ready to begin the discipline of Distance Learning. And what
adds to the diﬃculty of the present moment is the uncertainty
about how long this will last, and what a “new normal” will look like
even a-er a vaccine. Now more than ever, we could use the consola on of faith.

will \_ [v[il[\l_ on our
w_\sit_: S[tur^[y [t 4:00PM
www.sip^x.org
(M[ss [i^ with Musi] Lyri]s [r_
post_^ on our w_\sit_)
Sign up for w__k^[y M[ss onlin_
or ][ll th_ offi]_-s__ th_
W_\sit_ for ^_t[ils
www.sip^x.org

In today’s Gospel, Jesus teaches the procedure to help people recognize sin, and to encourage sinners to seek forgiveness and
restora on to the community. During these days when people’s nerves are frayed and raw, it’s mely to reﬂect about
how to care for those who are diﬃcult to love.
The original hearers of this Gospel in Ma3hew’s community understood that they no longer measured their
moral maturity by the norm of the Jewish law. The early church took as its norm the person of Jesus and his teachings.
The abiding presence of God in Christ created the guidelines for what loving one another requires.
This “God-with-us” principle provides the founda on for correc on in the family of the faith. Those who have
sinned have “missed the mark” – they have failed to witness to God in their midst. Correc on is not a way to retaliate
against those who have hurt or disappointed you. Correc on is intended to reconcile and rehabilitate them, so that
those who have “missed the mark” may be returned to their center in Christ.
The ul mate reason to love others and care for them is that God dwells in them. It is
helpful to remember that if Jesus valued everyone enough to die for them, then everyone has a
claim on one another’s love, even the diﬃcult people.
Another way to say this is that the ul mate source of your iden ty is not your own self,
but God’s self. The Hindu gree ng “Namaste” has this meaning – “May what is divine in me honor what is divine in you.” In the movie “Avatar,” the na ve people greet one another with the
phrase, “I see you” – meaning, I acknowledge and respect all that you are. Imagine if our American culture had a similar shared gree ng.
Con nued on next page
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This is a lovely ideal, you might say, but how does loving diﬃcult people work out in prac ce? Imagine for a
moment a person you dislike, someone whose behavior does not inspire respect. No ce that the requirement of love
does not oblige you to like everyone, to share their company or support their goals. You don’t have to do anything except earnestly desire that eventually God will welcome them into the eternal life of God.
My recommenda on for dealing with a diﬃcult person is to remember the basic human condi ons you have in
common – heredity, environment, a set of talents and possibili es and challenges to maturing. You know what it’s like
to have setbacks, obstacles, and failures. You know what it feels like to be suﬀering and alone. How could you not feel
at least a hint of compassion for a vulnerable fellow pilgrim?
Imagine the two of you having a common des ny. However much your paths diverge or even conﬂict in this
life, you will meet the same God in heaven. Even if a-er all these considera ons, you s ll cannot bring yourself to engage with a diﬃcult person, at least you can hope that the person who is hard to love will ﬁnish life in good hands.
What harm to you, what loss to you if another shares God’s limitless joy?
In today’s Gospel, Jesus concludes his instruc ons by aﬃrming the power of united prayer. Through prayer,
believers tune in to the presence of God in Jesus. It is this presence of Christ in the assembly’s members that makes
the congrega on a Church.
Through prayer, believing sinners ﬁnd humility to own up to their sins, and courage and tenderness to help
others recognize theirs. Through prayer, pride yields to the truth that no creature is omnipotent, omniscient, or without blind spots. Through prayer, people can welcome assessment and correc on as necessary means of growth.
Through prayer, believers learn forbearance with others and pa ence with their own shortcomings. The “Our
Father” prayer reminds you to respect and appreciate how diﬀerent and various God made the human family. Amazingly, the Lord Jesus chooses to reﬂect and reveal himself in every single one: “There I am in the midst of them.”
Remember, the church does not exist for the pious and righteous, but for sinners and those opposed to God’s
kindness. Of course when people are mean or selﬁsh, it breaks your heart. But even if others do not deserve respect,
you s ll owe them your care – not because they deserve it, but because God wants to shine his divine light on them
through you.
Fr. Craig Boly, S.J.
Pastor

A reminder that October 12 is the ﬁnal day Oregonians can
register to vote in the Nov 3 Presidenal Elecon. Check here to register
online, or to see if you are registered, to voteh3ps://sos.oregon.gov/vo ng/Pages/registra on.aspx?lang=en
M[ss R_[^ings
Mass Readings for Sep 6, 2020
Ezekiel 33:7-9
Romans 13:8-10
Ma3hew 18:15-20

Mass Readings for Sep 13, 2020
Sirach 27:30 - 28:7
Romans 14:7-9
Ma3hew 18:15-20-35

W__k^[y M[ss Sign up
Resuming Public Masses September 8th weekdays at noon.
• Only 50 people are permitted in St Ignatius Catholic Church per
Mass.
Parishioners must schedule two days in advance to attend
Weekday Mass by signing up at: www.sipdx.org
Look for this button:

• Those without computer access can call the parish office at
(503) 777-1491 x 221 to sign up—Please call Monday - Thursday,
10:00AM- 2:00PM.
You may attend Mass ONLY after you receive a
confirmation. (Masks are required.)
THANK YOU!
From the CDC: Stay Home if…
you feel sick.
you suspect you may be sick.
you have a sick family member at home.
you should be under self-quarantine due to possible contact with a
Covid-19 patient.
you are in the vulnerable population as defined by the
CDC.

R[]i[l Justi]_ R_]omm_n^[tion
Fr. James Mar n, S.J.’s facebook post “White Jesus?” h3ps://
www.facebook.com/46899546495/posts/10157117449576496/
P[]k 351’s [nnu[l Join Night vi[ zoom
You are invited to Pack 351's annual Join Night via Zoom! Come to see what Cub
Scou ng is all about and see how we are Scou ng On! during the Pandemic! Sep
14, 2020 07:00 PM Paciﬁc Time (US and Canada)
Register in advance for this mee ng: h3ps://us02web.zoom.us/mee ng/
register/tZAuf-itpjwqHNUtjeqLkt40lpmWcJZkEqz4
A-er registering, you will receive a conﬁrma on email containing informa on
about joining the mee ng.

Ku^os & Di^ you Know?
Beginning September 8, The parish oﬃce is open, Monday—
Thursday—you may stop by between 10AM & 2PM if needed, or
call!
⇒

⇒

Thank you to Joseph Byrd for his juggling skills and handling
anything that comes his way!

P[rish St[ff
Phones Mon-Thursday
10am—2pm
503-777-1491
Email anyme at
oﬃce@sipdx.org

Pastor
Craig Boly, SJ
cboly@sipdx.org
Ext 231
Parochial Vicar
Billy Biegler, SJ
bbiegler@sipdx.org
Ext 226
Senior Priest
Dan Sullivan, SJ
dsullivan@sipdx.org
Ext 224
Pastoral Admin & Music
Joseph Byrd
jbyrd@sipdx.org
Ext 238
Business Manager
Ma? Wangler
mwangler@sipdx.org
Ext 237
Faith Formaon/RCIA
Grace Byrd
gbyrd@sipdx.org
Ext 245
Family Life
Beth Schaller
bschaller@sipdx.org
Ext 236
Bookkeeper-Church & School

Facilies Manager
Steve Scopelle
sscopelle@sipdx.org
Ext 227
Oﬃce Manager
Pa?y Frangipani
pfrangipani@sipdx.org
OR
oﬃce@sipdx.org
Ext 221

P[stor[l Coun]il
Co-Chair: Joyce Keane
Joyce.sipdx@gmail.com

High S]hool Confirm[tion

Ma?hew Pearl
mjmpearl@aol.com

High School Conﬁrmaon
Are you in high school, or will you be entering high school in the fall? If so, then you are
invited to register for St. Igna us High School
Conﬁrma on. The program will start this September and will be a hybrid model of digital
learning combined with 6 in-person group
gatherings including sessions, ac vi es and a
retreat. Registra on is open now! Just follow
this link:

Genie Filipowcz
genieﬂip@gmail.com

sipdx.org/high-school-conﬁrma on
(gbyrd@sipdx.org)

Jeremy McKay
Michele.mckay@me.com

If you have a heart for working with
youth and accompanying people on
their unique faith journeys, please contact Grace about joining our High School
Conﬁrma$on leadership team.

Co-Chair: James Nguyen
james@dragonberryproduce.com

Pastoral Council Members:

Emily Gumper
emilygumper@gmail.com
Norman Williams
jimtam7@gmail.com

RCI@, (Rit_ of Christi[n Initi[tion for @^ults.)

Abby Morales
ahefer75@gmail.com

Classes for adults wishing to learn more about becoming Catholic
begin in September.

Mike Moore Jr.
Mike.moorejr@gmail.com

Our parish has an email
based prayer chain you can
submit prayers or sign up to
pray for other’s intenons,
just email to
prayerchain@sipdx.org
In the subject line please
include either:
Asking for prayers
OR
Add me to the Email list to
pray

RCIA
• Do you feel drawn to learn more about the Catholic faith?
• Have you considered whether you might like to become Catholic yourself?
RCIA is a class that allows you to explore your own faith
journey and discern if the Catholic faith is one that you
would like to be a part of. Please join our 20/21 class by
registering on our website. If you have any ques ons,
please contact Grace Byrd (gbyrd@sipdx.org)

I G N I T E
You are invited to join us via Zoom
this fall to IGNITE
where we will explore prayer
through the Saints, Myscs,
and music.
If you would like to deepen your IGNITE experience,
please consider
purchasing a copy of
"Prayer in the Catholic Tradion" by
Robert J. Wicks

sipdx.org/ignite

F[mily Lif_
We will be oﬀering an online Children’s Liturgy of the Word on Sundays star ng Sept. 13.
Thank you to Nathan Williams, Michele Becker and Angela Kockler for stepping up to oﬀer
this ministry.
Sacramental Preparaon for First Reconciliaon this fall will begin on Sept. 12th. Registraon closes on Sept. 9th and the registra on link is on our website at h3ps://www.sipdx.org/
ﬁrst-reconcilia on-and-eucharist.
The Mom’s group con nues to meet on 2nd and 4th Sundays from 9:15-10:15 a.m. via Zoom.
We will begin our study of the Wisdom Books of the Bible on Sept. 13th.
If you are looking for ways to discuss the Sunday gospel more deeply with children, here are two resources:
Holy Heroes Mass Prep: h3ps://www.holyheroes.com/MassPreps/57.htm?
utm_source=holyheroes&utm_medium=bu3on&utm_campaign=MP
Catholic Mom: h3ps://www.catholicmom.com/sunday-mass-ac vi es
Arise! Shine, for your light has come! (Isaiah 60:1)
Amid the turmoil of our 2020 reality, ﬁnd the strength you need by joining with other women to hear God’s voice in Scripture, in our experiences and in one another.
Women’s Fall Retreat -Saturday, Oct. 3, 2020
10am – noon
via Zoom
Presenters: Ana Guizado & Tara Ludwig
The retreat will include Scripture, presenta ons, small group me and
shared prayer.

Art by Laura James

Register on the St. Igna us website at www.sipdx.org
Dona ons gratefully accepted for the “Women, Arise! Ministry.”
Women, Arise! Ministry is a ministry “for women and by women” begun
in Lent 2019 by Ana Guizado, Tara Ludwig, Beth Schaller & Antoine3e
Toku. Dona ons will be used to establish a fund for securing retreat
sites, ﬁnancial assistance for retreatants, and presenter s pends.

D[ily Int_ntions for Pr[y_r
Please keep in your prayers

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Sep 07
Sep 08
Sep 09
Sep 10
Sep 11

Students returning to school
Faye Wolf
Thomas McCarthy, SJ
Noma & Ruth Riley
Jim Emig

