P[stor’s M_ss[g_

Nov_m\_r 1, 2020

Welcoming God’s Blessings
Dear Parishioners:
November is the month when Catholics celebrate the communion of saints. It means that you and I have access to those in
the next life when we bring our cares to them in prayer.

@ll S[ints

St Ign[tius M[ss S]h_^ul_
Monday TuesdayWednesdayThursdayFriday-

Noon in the church
Noon in the church
Noon in the church
Noon in the church
Noon in the church

Today remembers the great saints of our tradi!on who
have modeled holiness in a par!cular way and season. The rest of Saturday/Sunday- Weekend Mass is
recorded and posted at: www.sip^x.org
the month recognizes family members and friends who have already entered their new life in God. As the na!onal elec!on is this
Tuesday, ask the saints to help poli!cal rivals treat one another with
respect, and embrace the outcome of the elec!on in a way that
Confession on Friday following Mass
honors democracy and preserves the common good.
Or by appointment 503-777-1491.
The feast of All Saints an!cipates the glory of the new and
heavenly Jerusalem by celebra!ng the memory of those who have
lived our faith to the fullest. I want to reﬂect brieﬂy on the biblical
meaning of “holiness,” then review the meaning of the bea!tudes.
For biblical authors, to be holy does not imply a sanc!monious demeanor – hands folded or eyes heavenward.
In scripture, a saintly person is someone who is “other.” Saints are those who are diﬀerent from those around them.
Recall how diﬀerent Jesus was from his contemporaries. Saints are diﬀerent the way God is diﬀerent.
Today’s reading from 1 John agrees with the biblical deﬁni!on of holiness. John looks at the rela!onship between God’s “otherness” and our own. Along with the dignity of being God’s children, there are certain other consequences for us. “The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know God.” If the world does not appreciate
God’s uniqueness, they are certainly not going to appreciate ours.
The gospel today is the Bea!tudes. These twelve verses cons!tute the core of Jesus’ message. If these few
verses were all we had from Jesus, they would be enough to count him among the wisest teachers who ever lived.
First, what does “bea!tude” mean? The idea of a “blessing” runs through the Bible. A
blessing was a gi6 from God, a palpable expression of God’s care and presence in human life. In
the Old Testament, blessings were palpably measurable: long life, large family, crops, herds, ﬁne
weather, peace and wealth. A promise of this kind of blessing lives on in today’s “prosperity
preachers” who virtually guarantee that faith prac!ce will bring you health and wealth, gorgeous
clothes and big cars.
Con!nued on next page
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Con nued from front page:
Wisdom literature (Job, Psalms, Proverbs) provides another sense of blessing. The blessing there is the gi6 of
interior wisdom – to live faithfully despite suﬀering and loss. Jesus takes that sense of blessing to a new level. For Jesus, God blesses (that is, God transmits the Spirit to) those who acknowledge their vulnerability, their poverty of Spirit.
Jesus teaches that God’s grace cannot get in us un!l there is a welcoming vacuum, an openness. It comes to
those who can cry, who can risk stepping away from skep!cism and assump!ons that God does not care. God comes
to those who are modest and meek, not to those who prac!ce self-conscious “humility” like Uriah Heep in Charles
Dickens’ novel David Copperﬁeld. Another way to understand “meek” is as “of gentle disposi!on, gracious, pleasant
and aﬀable, o6en conno!ng joy of heart.”
The bea!tudes are misunderstood if they are incorrectly translated as “Happy are the poor in the spirit.” Happy is not a word that the New Testament uses in either Greek or Aramaic. Paul Tillich once suggested a scale of human contentment beginning with pleasure, then happiness, then joy, and ﬁnally, with what Jesus called “bea!tude” or
blessedness. Pleasure and happiness depend on immediate, external factors. Joy and blessedness arise from the
fulﬁllment of the uniquely human poten!al for union with God.
The bea!tudes are not a prescrip!on for heaven but a descrip!on of how God meets people. One way to read
them is to set them against the other pole of Jesus’ teaching on the “woes.” The “woes” are the inverse of the bea!tudes. They are the warnings aimed at the rich in spirit, the excep!onal elites in human society who have no sense of
fallibility or contri!on. Their doors to grace are shut !ght.
The bea!tudes, then, are not so much a recipe for happiness as an invita!on to present blessing. Saints are
holy because they listen go God’s holy promp!ngs. Here are eight sugges!ons for modern day bea!tudes:
1. Count your blessings. Keep a journal about everything you’re grateful for, from the mundane to the magniﬁcent.
2. Prac!ce acts of kindness. Remind yourself that you are capable of generosity, compassion, pa!ence,
and forgiveness.
3. Savor life’s joys. Relish these crisp fall mornings. Enjoy great music and art, and your humorous friends.
4. Thank a mentor. Somewhere along the road, someone helped you at signiﬁcant turns in your life. Don’t wait un!l
their funeral to let them know how much that meant.
5. Prac!ce forgiveness. Everyone has been hurt and “trespassed upon.” Think of all the people drinking the poison
of hidden resentment. Get past it. Move on.
6. Invest in your family and friends and faith community. Invest some of that energy and health you have in people
you love.
7. Take care of your body. Rest, exercise, stretch, laugh, play. Walk, run, swim, dance, golf, bowl, do yoga. S!r up
those endorphins.
8. Devise a strategy for facing stress and hardship. Life is hard and losses will come. Ask the Spirit to wrap you in
God’s protec!ve Light, God’s wonderful Light.
As we celebrate the great saints of our tradi!on, honor them by asking for their help. Ask them to help us to
live in the present the blessings of welcoming God’s Spirit in every now.
Fr. Craig Boly, S.J.
Pastor

M[ss R_[^ings
Mass Readings for Nov 1, 2020
Revela!on 7:2-4, 9-14
1 John 3:1-3
MaKhew 5:1-12a

Mass Readings for Nov 8, 2020
Wisdom 6:12-16
Thessalonians 4:13-18
MaKhew 25:1-13

St Ign[tius S]hool
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain,
and a er he had sat down, his disciples came to him.
He began to teach them….
Ma!hew 5:1-12
Samantha Ramirez-Lopez comes to work in Eulalie’s Garden Child Development Center (CDC) every day excited to learn…and she’s the teacher! Her co-lead teacher, Courtney Gordon, said Teacher Samantha’s outstanding quality is her joyful aNtude
and her genuine excitement about learning new things with the children.
Teacher Samantha is one of a
team of four staﬀ in Eulalie’s Garden that has been running inperson since the ﬁrst day of
school. When asked how things
have changed in the parish preschool since COVID, Teacher Samantha said, “It’s diﬀerent because we have to clean and sani!ze more and keep a safe distance….and we are s!ll learning,
playing and having fun!”
Asked to help parishioners understand what preschool is like
now, she was quick to focus on
the posi!ve. “It’s great that we
can do what we love. Groups are
small and we can really focus on
each child.”
Teacher Samantha Ramirez-Lopez plays with older
preschoolers, one of whom is her son, Noam!

While there have been challenges along the way, Teacher Samantha said, “I was more worried at the start of the school year – especially wearing masks and kids not being able to
read expressions. I was worried they wouldn’t see my joy at seeing them every day. But,
with !me, it’s not a worry. I use my hands more and body language. They don’t really
know any diﬀerent. Whatever we do – they are going for it with us. They are in it for the
ride and they are having fun.”
In her 2nd year as a lead PK teacher and in her 5th year at the school, Teacher Samantha
was asked for words of wisdom. “It’s going to be okay. With a lot of thought, we can get
through the hard parts. Once we’re together, we ﬁnd the way and how to stay safe and
s!ll learn.”
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US Bishops’ Book for Children on Racial Injus!ce Winner of 2020 Moonbeam Award
Earlier this year, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) Ad Hoc CommiKee Against Racism and Loyola Press published Everyone Belongs, an illustrated
children’s book addressing racism.
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@ group form[tion—Fr[t_lli Tutti
Pope Francis reviews “the symptoms of an unhealthy society” in this encyclical. His
medita!on on the Parable of the Good Samaritan (Lk 10:25-37) leads to an examina!on of who is my neighbor. Pope Francis suggests respecSul dialogue and proposes
that we answer with “a new vision of fraternity and social friendship.” He says that
“everyone has a fundamental role to play” in wri!ng “a new page of history, a page
full of hope.”
Our discussion will be led by MaKhew Pearl and Richard Silva on Sunday evenings at
6:00 p.m. beginning on November 15, 2020 for eight weeks. Mee!ngs will be held
via the Zoom conferencing so6ware. November classes: 11/15, 11/29
•

Our parish has an email
based prayer chain you can
submit prayers or sign up to
pray for other’s inten ons,
just email to
prayerchain@sipdx.org
In the subject line please
include either:
Asking for prayers
OR
Add me to the Email list to
pray

•
•

•

Register by sending your name and e-mail address to MaKhew
(mjmpearl@aol.com . Please include a note if you have never used Zoom before
and think you will need help geNng started.
Download a free copy here (hKps://us02web.zoom.us).
Download a free copy of the pdf version of Fratelli TuN at
hKp://www.va!can.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papafrancesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tuN.html or purchase a printed copy
from the US Conference of Bishops for $13.95 at hKps://www.usccb.org/
resources/fraternity-and-social-friendship-fratelli-tuN
Read the Introduc!on and the ﬁrst chapter “Dark Clouds Over a Closed World”
before the ﬁrst mee!ng.

EVERYONE IS WELCOME TO JOIN
S][m w[rning
WARNING: there has been an increase of scams as of late; e-mails posing as a request from
one or our priests here, asking for gi6 cards or other dona!ons. Their requests can appear
to be of good inten!on, and typically ask for a quick response, to help with an emergency of
some sort. Please do not give to these requests, and if you have ques!ons or concerns,
contact the Parish Oﬃce. 503-777-1491

S_t ]lo]ks \[]k

on_ hour

This S[tur^[y (O]t 31) \_for_ \_^!!!
F[mily Lif_
Children’s Liturgy link: The Kocklers will lead this Sunday’s Children’s Liturgy of
the Word.

Join Zoom Mee ng from 10:30-11:30 a.m. from 10:30-11:30 a.m. REMEMBER TIME
h@ps://us04web.zoom.us/j/77972248950?pwd=Ky9iWURwVzVwMEFaTlIyWHloOGNQUT09
Mee ng ID: 779 7224 8950 * Passcode: GodIsLove
Our Children’s Liturgy program is being oﬀered this fall by Nathan Williams, Michele Becker and Angela &
Nick Kockler each Sunday from 10:30-11:30 a.m. It’s recommended for ages 5-10, but all are welcome. We
will do our best to share the link in the parish bulle!n each week so be sure to look for it there if you don’t
receive your family life newsleKer.
2020-2021 Sacramental Prepara on Home-study Program Please pray for the 20 children preparing for
the Sacrament of Reconcilia!on through the home-study program this fall. This Sunday we
will have a shared parent/child ritual to conclude the prepara!on period.
Nov. 1st – Final Parent/Child Zoom mee!ng from 9:30-10:30 a.m. – shared ritual and
show and tell.
th
• Nov. 14 – Communal Reconcilia!on at 10am in the Church with individual confessions
outside.
Any ques!ons contact Beth Schaller, bschaller@sipdx.org
•

Mom’s Groups meets 2nd & 4th Sundays to study Wisdom Literature Our next gathering will be on Sunday, Nov. 8th from 9:1510:15 a.m. The homework is to read Proverbs, chapters 2231. We will spend !me studying the “Woman of Strength” in
Proverbs 31. To join the mee!ng, email bschaller@sipdx.org for
the Zoom link.
D[ily M[ss Int_ntions
Please keep in your prayers

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Nov 2
Nov 3
Nov 4
Nov 5
Nov 6

All Souls
All deceased Society of Jesus
All Saints of the Society of Jesus
Francesco PiaN
Bonaventure Oh Family

In Th[nksgiving for th_ lif_ of P[ul Tr[n
Women’s ARISE! Retreat
“Now the people were filled with expectation, and all were asking in their hearts whether
John might be the Messiah. 16 [f]John answered them all, saying, “I am baptizing you with
water, but one mightier than I is coming. I am not worthy to loosen the thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you with the holy Spirit and fire.” – Luke 3:15-16
Let your heart be filled with expectation this Advent as you give yourself a morning to pray
and reflect in the company of other women. Reflections offered by Antoinette Toku and
Tara Ludwig, followed by personal reflection and group sharing.
Register at: https://www.sipdx.org/retreat-sign-up-arise
Donations gratefully accepted. Please send them to: St. Ignatius Catholic Church, c/o Beth
Schaller, 3400 SE 43rd Ave, Portland, OR 97206 or pay via the St. Ignatius “Realm” app
with “Advent Retreat” in the memo line. Questions? Contact bschaller@sipdx.org
Art: www.quiltedlizard.com

H[v_ you ]l[im_^ your RE@LM []]ount?
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Realm connect is for the whole Parish!! Sign –in to your account (everyone has one!)
review your informa8on, make changes if needed, set privacy se9ngs as desired.
Look over your Parish giving. Updated weekly!
Receive weekly bulle8n and other important parish emails!
GET YOUR END OF YEAR DONATION STATEMENT BEGINNING JANUARY 5TH ON REALM!
h@ps://onrealm.org/sipdx/SignIn

Call Pa!y with ques8ons: 503-777-1491. M-TH, 10AM-2PM

H_lp for n_igh\oring p[rish vi
Would you like to help St. Philip Neri parish with bringing hot Thanksgiving Meals and other supplies to our unhoused neighbors? Please contact Sarah Peroutka if interested: sarah.peroutka@gmail.com or follow this link to the Amazon Wish List
hKps://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3OUO4CDWNBO3I?ref_=wl_share

Virgin M[ry Moth_r of Go^ p[rish—Ny[\itim\o vi
My cousin, Father François Xavier Rukundo shared with me the concerns they are experiencing during this pandemic, and needed
help from me to help open their parish as soon as they meet government’s requirements.
Most of churches are s!ll closed in Rwanda since March, 2020 to avoid the spread of COVID-10, but the government gave some of
them authoriza!on to open their doors if they have a modern and safe place to wash their hands. His parish is located to the rural
area where most of parishioners are poor and even struggling to put food on table at this !me because most of ac!vi!es are
closed down, and there are no public beneﬁts like here in USA. Parishioners (2,842) are hopeless and thirsty of Eucharist, and miss
gathering to praise God. They have to follow government rules in order to open the church to celebrate mass, unfortunately they
cannot aﬀord that any !me soon unless they receive ﬁnancial assistance. From where???.... They don't know, just praying for
God's will.
Please pray for this request and share with whoever else you think can understand and have a big heart to help this parish.
For more informa!on or to help
Thank you for your understanding and peace be with you. Marie Abijuru
Contact Marie at mgabijuru@yahoo.com
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Di^ YOU Know?

To Beth for a fabulous Realm blast ar!cle!


We will soon be able to LIVESTREAM!!

