
 

A Message from the Pastor 
 

If you have never eaten an ar�choke, you would probably be unaware of where 

the rewarding meat of this thistle plant resides. It is found at the end of each 

thorny leaf. 

 

There is always rewarding food in each biblical story that we read or hear. But 

o�en�mes we simply don’t know how to access or enjoy the nourishment it 

wants to provide us. 

 

St. Igna�us of Loyola, in his classic Spiritual Exercises, recommends a way to enter 

biblical stories. Put yourself into the story. Either become one of the characters in 

the story or be there as yourself—watching, listening, observing what unfolds, 

and pondering on all that transpires to discover the rewarding nourishment that 

this story has to offer. 

 

Debie Thomas suggests a way to enter the parable of the fig tree through three 

different series of ques�ons. 

 

In what ways am I like the absentee landowner, standing apart 

from where life and death actually happen? How am I refusing to get my 

hands dirty? Wallowing in fu�lity and despair? Pronouncing judgments I 

have no right to pronounce? Am I prone to look for waste, loss, and scarcity 

in the world — or for poten�al and possibility?  Where in my life — or in the 

lives of others — have I prematurely called it quits, saying, “There’s no life 

here worth cul�va�ng. Cut it down.” 

In what ways am I like the fig tree? Un-enlivened? Un-nourished? 

Unable or  unwilling to nourish others? In what ways do I feel helpless or 

hopeless? Ignored or dismissed? What kinds of tending would it take to 

bring me back to life? Am I willing to receive such in�mate, consequen�al 

care? Will I consent to change? Might I dare to flourish in a world where I 

have thus far been invisible?  

In what ways am I like the gardener? Where in my life am I willing 

to accept  Jesus’s invita�on to go elbow-deep into the muck and manure? 

Where do I see life where others see death? How willing am I to pour hope 

into a project I can't control?  Am I brave enough to sacrifice �me, effort, 

love, and hope into this tree — 

this rela�onship, this cause, this 

tragedy, this injus�ce—with no 

guarantee of a frui4ul  outcome? 

Can I, in the words of Bishop Ken 

Untener, be the prophet of a fu-

ture not my own? 
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Steve Garnaas-Holmes, in his poem Repentance, captures the inspira�on 

and challenge of this parable of the fig tree and the theme from our No-

vena of Grace, which was Trust in the slow work of God. On this Third 

Sunday of Lent, let us ponder the wisdom of these ques�ons and the po-

em. 

 

 What if the task before you 

 is not to mine some vein of regret, 

 not to subtract or amputate, 

 not to punish yourself 

 or squeeze yourself into a shape 

 

 but to allow a gentle gardener 

 to dig around your roots, 

 to gi� you with manure, 

 to trust in fruits 

 you don’t yourself yet see, 

 to wait for hidden beauty 

 to emerge, grace 

 that is already there 

 to flower? 

 

 Can you leave your fear of the axe? 

 Can you let go long enough 

 to imagine blossoms? 

 Can you bless your blest, bare branches? 

 Can you let the gardener dig? 

 

 Can you hold s�ll? 

 

Fr. Mike 

 

 
Mass Readings for Mar 20, 2022 

Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15 

1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 

Luke 13:1-9 

Mass Readings for Mar 27, 2022 

Joshua 5:9a, 10-12 

2 Corinthians 5:17-21 

Luke 15:103, 11-32 

Join us for a 

Lent Penance Service 

April 4 , 2022 

7 :00 PM in the church  

M[ss R_[^ings  

P[stor’s M_ss[g_ ]ontinu_^ from p[g_ on_: 

L_nt P_n[n]_ S_rvi]_ 



 Please keep in your prayers  

 Monday   Mar  21 Theresa PiereC 

 Tuesday   Mar  22 Thomas Hogan 

 Wednesday  Mar  23 Jarday & Petunia  

 Thursday  Mar  24 Jalilaly & PeFelynn 

 Friday  Mar  25 Godiva 
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Office Manager 
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D[ily M[ss Int_ntions 8:00@M M[ss  D[ily M[ss Int_ntions 8:00@M M[ss  

W_ [r_ in N__^…..pl_[s_ ]onsi^_r 

Live-streaming team:  As we take steps toward live-

streaming our 10:30am Sunday Mass, we’re looking to as-

semble a team to help us, including some minimal camera 

work (zooming in, and panning, during the Mass), to help 

make sure our video presenta�ons of Mass can help those 

who are unable to join us.  See Joseph Byrd 

(jbyrd@sipdx.org) if interested. 

 

CRS Coll_]t ion ~ M[r]h 27th 

Trust in the Slow Work of God:  A Novena of Grace 2022 

Church s�tches and forges our extended family ever hoping we can become the people 

of God that Jesus envisioned kingdom for...and who asks our partnering responsibility to 

create it. 

Our Novena Planning Team wishes to thank all those who aFended in person and 

formed a prayerful, worshipping community for nine days.  And for those faithfully 

joining us on-line--we knew the bridges existed through your pe��ons and your listening 

to the livestreaming and recordings.  We wish to thank Fr. Mike for being integrally part 

of our planning process; and for Fr. Pat whose levity is a leaven during these �mes of 

isola�on, cau�on, and our care in growing a new Church of meaningful pastoral pres-

ence. 

The beauty of thanksgiving Eucharists depends on 

many hands from PaFy Frangipani in the Parish Office 

to Joseph and Grace Byrd's mul�ple roles and Sarah 

Faux's liturgical coordina�on with sacristans and lec-

tors--in addi�on to the music and her own reflec-

�on!  Special thanks to Joseph (dubbed the Shadowman) for his behind the scenes work 

on live-streaming capability.  The reflec�ons given by all nine Presenters cons�tute some 

of the most memorable preachings St. Igna�us Church has witnessed.  And they came 

from the plethora of human gi�s among us inspired by the Spirit so much alive.   Our 

communal prayer had the lyric of song thanks to all of you!  Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam! 

Novena Planning team:  Ka�e Hennessy, BriFany Wilmes, Barb Scharff, Jane Joseph,  

Fr. Mike Moynahan, SJ, Mike Buck, Sarah Faux 

The Catholic Relief Services Collec�on supports six Catholic 

agencies that serve vulnerable and marginalized people at 

home and abroad. Support the collec�on at Mass! 

#iGiveCatholicTogether also accepts funds for the collec�on. 

#RevealChristsLove #1church1mission www.usccb.org/

catholic-relief        Envelopes are by the church doors!  

Nov_n[ of Gr[]_ ,  Th[nk you 



 

Pastoral Council Members: 

 

Chair:  Emily Gumper 

emilygumper@gmail.com 

 

Mike Moore Jr. 

Mike.moorejr@gmail.com 

 

Genie Filipowicz 

genieflip@gmail.com 

 

John Henry Burke 

 jhb@teleport.com 

 

 

Y Hoang 

hoang.thieny@gmail.com 

 

 

Bella Koudjrakor 

bellebelle22@yahoo.fr 

 

 

Amy Smithstanza 

smithstanza@gmail.com   

 

 

P[stor[l Coun]il 

Our parish has an email based 

prayer chain you can submit 

prayers or sign up to pray for 

other’s intentions, just email to   

prayerchain@sipdx.org 

 

In the subject line please  

include either: 

Asking for prayers 

 OR  

Add me to the Email list to pray  

 

March 21 Interna�onal Day for the Elimina�on of Racial Discrimina�on 

Why It’s Important: “Today, racism con�nues to exist in our communi�es 

and in our parishes. Racism is what makes us see the "other" with suspicion 

or to aFribute nega�ve characteris�cs to an en�re group of people. This evil 

manifests itself in our individual 

thoughts, and also in the workings of 

our society itself." USCCB 

 

March 22 World Water Day 

Why It’s Important: “Where there is 

water there is life, making it possible 

for socie�es to arise and advance. 

[Our] common home needs to be 

protected. Yet it must also be real-

ized that not all water is life-giving, but only water that is safe and of good 

quality.” Pope Francis 

 

March 24 St. Oscar 

Romero Why It’s Im-

portant: “St. Oscar 

Romero has come to 

mean so many different 

things to the many  who 

have been touched by this 

Salvadoran bishop – a de-

fender of the poor, an ad-

vocate of jus�ce and hu-

man rights, a peacemak-

er.” Archbishop Roger 

W__kly Justi]_ R_]omm_n^[tion  

March 25 St. Dismas: Patron Saint of Condemned Prisoners 

Why It’s Important: “The dignity of human life must never be taken away, 

even in the case of someone who has done great evil. Modern society has 

the means of protec�ng itself, without defini�vely denying criminals the 

chance to reform." St. John Paul II 

 

March 27 (4th Sunday of 

Lent) Annual Collec�on for 

Catholic Relief Services 

(CRS carries out the commit-

ment of the U.S. Bishops to 

assist the poor and vulnera-

ble overseas.) Why It’s Im-

portant: “The development 

of peoples depends, above all, on a recogni�on that the human race is a sin-

gle family, working together in true communion.” Pope Benedict X 



  

  

St Ign[tius S]hool  

Our fi�h grade students led our first in person school Mass on Wednesday. Students in 

second, fi�h, and eighth grade aFended the Mass in person while masked. Our re-

maining students watched the Mass through a livestream.  

 

Our students were absolutely over 

the moon with joy mee�ng in their 

family groups outside on a sunny 

Wednesday last week. Everyone 

thoroughly enjoyed walking around 

and watching our amazing 8th grad-

ers lead their family groups in cha-

rades and ‘would you rather’ 

games. As the weather improves 

through the spring, we intend to 

meet more frequently in our family 

groups outdoors as we make up for 

lost �me!  

 

Congratula�ons to all of our Oregon BaFle of the Books (OBOB) 

teams for the spirited baFles this week. We are proud of the accom-

plishments and examples as avid readers! 

 

We are accep�ng applica�ons for preschool through 6th grade for 

the 2022-2023 school year. Spread the word about our wonderful 

school educa�ng students in the Jesuit tradi�on for well over a cen-

tury!  

 

May we take �me this Lenten season to trust in the slow work of 

God. “Rejoice in hope, endure in afflic�on, persevere in prayer.” Ro-

mans 12:12.  

 

Carol Pausz 

Principal 

School Office 
503-774-5533 

 

 

Principal: Carol Pausz 

cpausz@sispdx.org  

Ext 246 

 

School Secretary 

Julie Frangipani 

jfrangipani@sispdx.org   

OR 

school@sispdx.org  

Ext 233 

www.sispdx.org 

Financial report (July 1, 2021—June 30, 2022): 

Needed for the month of March                    $48,000.00 

Amount received through 3-6-2022      $19,193.53  

Thank you, may you be blessed abundantly for your generosity!  

    Chur]h t i th ingChur]h t i th ingChur]h t i th ingChur]h t i th ing 

    

St. Vincent de Paul St. Vincent de Paul St. Vincent de Paul St. Vincent de Paul     would like to thank Girl Scouts Troop would like to thank Girl Scouts Troop would like to thank Girl Scouts Troop would like to thank Girl Scouts Troop 
10094 and The Boy Scouts Crew, Troop and Pack 351 in-10094 and The Boy Scouts Crew, Troop and Pack 351 in-10094 and The Boy Scouts Crew, Troop and Pack 351 in-10094 and The Boy Scouts Crew, Troop and Pack 351 in-
cluding their families. Through their combined efforts, cluding their families. Through their combined efforts, cluding their families. Through their combined efforts, cluding their families. Through their combined efforts, 

they were able to collect 1,265 lbs. of food for our pantry. they were able to collect 1,265 lbs. of food for our pantry. they were able to collect 1,265 lbs. of food for our pantry. they were able to collect 1,265 lbs. of food for our pantry.     

The community really appreciates it.The community really appreciates it.The community really appreciates it.The community really appreciates it.    

St V in]_nt ^_ P[ulSt V in]_nt ^_ P[ulSt V in]_nt ^_ P[ulSt V in]_nt ^_ P[ul 




