
 

P[stor’s M_ss[g_                July 26, 2020      S_v_nt__nth Sun^[y in Or^in[ry Tim_ 

    

  
What Ma�ers Most     

  

Dear Parishioners: 
 

 What ma�ers most to you in life?  What is your deep-

est desire, the organizing value that priori�zes all of your oth-

er desires and dreams?  This is what Jesus is talking about in 

today’s parables about treasure. As we are about to celebrate 

on Friday our patron, St. Igna�us, it’s clear what his treasure 

was: accompanying Christ to discern and then to do what God 

prefers. 
 

 For young people, what’s important can shi, from ed-

uca�on or career to finding a suitable life partner.  For adults, 

what’s important can include raising children, caring for elder-

ly parents, or deepening bonds of belonging with family and 

friends.  For seniors, what’s important can become health, 

joyful memories, and living fully in the present. 
 

 If you asked Jesus what ma�ered the most to him, he’d reply instantly: that everyone live under the 

influence of God’s Spirit.  This is another way of saying “God’s kingdom, God’s reign, or God’s ‘way of pro-

ceeding’.”  The pearl of great price for Jesus was to live with exquisite sensi�vity to the a�rac�ons of God’s 

Spirit – to teach, to console, to heal, to challenge, to reconcile, and eventually to lay down his life for his 

friends.   
 

 For me, the pearl of great price is to know the Risen Jesus, and to accompany him on his mission of 

transforma�on of the world.  For me, the treasure hidden in the field is the church – Christ nourishing believ-

ers through the Bread of Life, Christ hiding in the poor to invite a response of reconcilia-

�on and repair of injus�ce.   
 

 For some, the pearl of great price is material wealth – security on earth that 

comes from an abundant bank account.  But Jesus teaches that true wealth can be meas-

ured in the freedom from a�achments to security that money can’t buy.  
 

 A Hindu story makes the same point.  A sannyasi had reached the outskirts of a 

village and se�led down under a tree for the night when a villager came running up to 

him and said, “The stone!  The stone!  Give me the precious stone.” 
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 “What stone?” asked the sannyasi.  “Last night the Lord Shiva appeared to me in a dream,” said the 

villager, “and told me that if I went to the outskirts of the village at dusk, I should find a sannyasi who would 

give me a precious stone that would make me rich forever.”   
 

 The sannyasi rummaged in his bag and pulled out a stone.  “He probably meant this one,” he said, as 

he handed the stone over to the villager.  “I found it on a forest path some days ago.  You can certainly have 

it.” 
 

 The man gazed at the stone in wonder.  It was a diamond, probably the largest diamond in the whole 

world, for it was as large as a person’s head. 
 

 The villager took the diamond and walked away.  All night he tossed and turned in bed, unable to 

sleep.  Next day at the first glimmer of dawn, he woke the sannyasi and said, “Give me the wealth that makes 

it possible for you so easily to give this diamond away.” 
 

 Jesus preached that living in the kingdom of God is true wealth.  Some people complain that they can-

not see God, that God does not help them or prevent the immense suffering of the world.  When his own Son 

cried out, “Why have you abandoned me?” God remained silent.  Why?  Because God would not deprive his 

Son of the chance to make his greatest act of faith: to entrust his doomed life over to his Father.  The real 

wealth of Jesus was his trust in his Father to bring life out of death. 
 

 What difference does it make to live under the influence of God?  It is the difference between think-

ing money and power will save you – or the awareness that you are the priceless treasure of a benevolent 

providence.  It is the difference between being alone in a trackless universe – or embraced in the loving arms 

of a limitless beauty.  For St. Igna�us, what is the pearl of great price, what ma�ers most in life?  It is to find 

God in all things. 
 

Fr. Craig Boly, S.J.       

Pastor 
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Mass Readings for July 26, 2020 

1 Kings 3:5, 7-12 

Romans 8:28-30 

Ma�hew 13:44-52 

 

Mass Readings for Aug 2, 2020 

Isaiah 55:1-3 

Romans 8:35, 37-39 

 Ma�hew  14:13-21 

Chil^ Prot_]tion Tr[ining 

All volunteers: 

 

Now is a Great �me to  complete your online  

Armatus course for our Child Protec�on Training program. 

 

Full Flyer is found on our website.  It will give you direc�ons on how to sign in! 

 

www.sipdx.org 



P[rish St[ff 

JUSTF@ITH  ~   JUSTM@TTERS    

Eleanor Roosevelt’s Reading of the Universal Declara�on of Human Rights (video, 

with music by Max Richter) 

h�ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QmrIDK03Hlg#ac�on=share 

R[]i[l Justi]_ r_]omm_n^[tion 
Phones Mon-Thursday 

10am—2pm 

503-777-1491 
 

Email any�me at 

office@sipdx.org 

 

Pastor 

Craig Boly, SJ 

cboly@sipdx.org  

Ext  231 
 

Parochial Vicar 

Billy Biegler, SJ 

bbiegler@sipdx.org 

Ext 226 
 

Senior Priest 

Dan Sullivan, SJ 

dsullivan@sipdx.org  

Ext 224 
 

Pastoral Admin & Music 

Joseph Byrd 

jbyrd@sipdx.org  

Ext 238 
 

Business Manager 

Ma� Wangler 

mwangler@sipdx.org  

Ext 237 
 

Faith Forma�on/RCIA 

Grace Byrd 

gbyrd@sipdx.org  

Ext 238 
 

Family Life 

Beth Schaller 

bschaller@sipdx.org  

Ext 236 
 

Bookkeeper-Church & School 

Judy Simmons 

jsimmons@sipdx.org  

Ext 222 
 

Facili�es Manager 

Steve Scopelle� 

sscopelle�@sipdx.org  

Ext 227 
 

Office Manager 

Pa�y Frangipani 

pfrangipani@sipdx.org 

OR 

office@sipdx.org 

Ext 221 

Portland SEEL will be offering the Spiritual Exercises of St. Igna�us in a virtual  

format beginning in September.  

SEEL is a 9-month retreat that invites retreatants to deepen their prayer life 

and grow in rela�onship with God.  Through one-on-one spiritual direc�on 

and a monthly two and a half hour online retreat, par�cipants explore their 

deepest desires to be reflec�ve, to discern God’s call and presence in their 

lives, to develop a personal rela�onship with Jesus,  

and to seek God in all things.   

 Please visit our webpage at seelportland.org or call Janet Buck at 503-951-

8682 for more informa�on.  

The deadline for applica�ons is August 15. 

S.E.E.L. 

 Do you want to address racism but you don’t know where to begin? Join us -- St 

Igna�us parishioners & friends -- to study, reflect and join in conversa�ons on the topics 

of Faith & Racial Equity.   

 Faith & Racial  Equity, sub�tled Power and Privilege, examines topics such as 

white fragility, the inven�on of race, and privilege and the media.   

There is a cost of approximately $40 per par�cipant, but no one will be turned away be-

cause of cost. 

We will meet via Zoom once a week (two and half hour/session) for 8 weeks on this jour-

ney together, beginning the first week of August going through the last week of Sep-

tember. 
 

More informa�on will be presented and frequently asked ques�ons will be answered 

during a Zoom mee�ng on Wednesday July 29th, 2020 

at 7:00pm. For further informa�on and/or an invita-

�on to the Zoom mee�ng, please contact George Ve-

ome� (gveome�@gmail.com) or Le Tran 

(l�0101@yahoo.com)." 

 
It’s not too late to sign up for Jack Jezreel’s intro to 

JustFaith, this 4 minute 10 second YouTube video, 

JFM Welcome Video for First Group Session  

h�ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d49mzE3M_N4&feature=youtu.be, will help you 

discern whether this is the right �me for you to form and/or join a JustFaith group. 
 

“JustFaith is a Na�onal (Ecumenical) Organiza�on facilita�ng local groups that gather to 

learn and take ac�on about key jus�ce concerns through the lens of Chris�an Faith.” -- JF 

Welcome Video for first group session, Faith and Racial Equity (parentheses mine.) 
 

FOR THOSE WHO ARE LOOKING FOR THE OVERALL VISION OF JUSTFAITH 

JustFaith Ministries - What is your place in the world? 

h�ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CB2OuSjMxps. Max Richter - All Human Beings 

(Official Music Video by Yulia Mahr.)  Ed Kaiel  

For mor_ inform[tion on 
\oth progr[ms visit our 
w_\sit_ for [ fly_r link 

h�ps://www.sipdx.org/

jus[aith-1   



Co-Chair:  Joyce Keane 

Joyce.sipdx@gmail.com 

 

Co-Chair: James Nguyen 
james@dragonberryproduce.com 

 

Pastoral Council Members: 
 

Ma�hew Pearl 

mjmpearl@aol.com 

 

Genie Filipowcz 

genieflip@gmail.com 

 

Jeremy McKay 

Michele.mckay@me.com 

 

Emily Gumper 

emilygumper@gmail.com 

 

Norman Williams 

jimtam7@gmail.com 

 

Abby Morales 

ahefer75@gmail.com 

 

Mike Moore Jr. 

Mike.moorejr@gmail.com 
 

P[stor[l Coun]il 

Our parish has an email 

based prayer chain you can 

submit prayers or sign up to 

pray for other’s inten�ons, 

just email to   

prayerchain@sipdx.org 

 

In the subject line please  

include either: 

Asking for prayers 

 OR  

Add me to the Email list to 

pray  

Vaca�on Bible School 

Thank you to our VBS creators & par�cipants!  It was fun to 

connect with many of you during VBS July 6-10. Thanks for 

joining us for this adventure. It’s my sincere hope that fu-

ture VBS endeavors will be in person, but if you want to 

share feedback about what worked and what didn’t, you 

can email Beth at bschaller@sipdx.org. Pictures are espe-

cially welcome! 

  

Ac�ve Hope/Spiral of Resilience Workshop – Sunday, Aug. 2 

The Mom’s group will host a “Spiral of Resilience” workshop with Pam Wood 

(St. Andrew’s Parish) via Zoom on Sunday, Aug. 2nd from 9:00-10:30 a.m. In 

these �mes of pandemic and figh�ng for racial jus�ce, it’s easy to become 

weary. Give yourself the gi, of resilience and ac�ve hope as you move 

through this spiral of exercises based on the work of Joanna Macy. Please 

email bschaller@sipdx.org if you would like to a�end. 

RCIA 

• Do you feel drawn to learn more about the Catholic 

faith?  

• Have you considered whether you might like to be-

come Catholic yourself?  
RCIA is a class that allows you to explore your own faith journey 

and discern if the Catholic faith is one that you would like to be 

a part of. Please join our 20/21 class by registering on our web-

site. If you have any ques�ons, please contact Grace Byrd (gbyrd@sipdx.org) 

 

 

First r_]on]ili[tion & Communion for 2n^ gr[^_rs 

Sacramental Preparaon Registraon is open 

Families of 2nd Graders and older can register now for Sacramental Prep in 

the fall. We will provide materials for home preparaon (with 

parish support) or you can defer for a year and prepare in a tra-

dional group se"ng. Visit our website to register:  

h�ps://www.sipdx.org/first-reconcilia on-and-eucharist 

A Work of Mercy:   Food boxes to those in need     

Who may receive a free USDA Food Box?  Anyone. 

There is no requirement to prove need. This USDA Food Box program ensures 

that lack of transportation, isolation and grocery store scarcity do not create 

a barrier to fresh food.   How do I arrange to pick up a Food Box for my fam-

ily? Simply find the closest Public Distribution location listed. No appoint-

ment necessary. Please arrive between the distribution times listed for each 

location. Quantities are limited, so arrive early. For more information and 

locations:  https://evangelization.archdpdx.org/usda-food-box 

FOOD F@MILY F@ITH 

 R. C. I. @.  

F[mily Lif_ 



 Please keep in your prayers  

Monday    Jul  27  Chris Salvi 

Tuesday    Jul  28  Lore�a Allen 

Wednesday  Jul  29  Dorothy Purdy 

Thursday  Jul  30  Jim Emig 

Friday   Jul  31  Feast of St Igna�us 

D[ily Int_ntions for Pr[y_r 

 High S]hool Confirm[tion  

High School Confirma�on  

Are you in high school, or will you be entering high school in the fall? If so, then you are invited to register for St. Igna�-

us High School Confirma�on. The program will start this September and will be a hybrid model of digital learning com-

bined with 6 in-person group gatherings including sessions, ac�vi�es and a retreat. Registra�on is open now! Just fol-

low this link:  

h�ps://www.sipdx.org/high-school-confirma�on  

Contact Grace Byrd with any ques�ons. (gbyrd@sipdx.org) 

 

If you have a heart for working with youth  and accompanying people on their  

unique faith journeys, please contact Grace about joining our High School  

Confirma on leadership team.  

 




