P[stor’s M_ss[g_

Nov_m\_r 21, 2021

Christ th_ King

Christ the King as the Ulmate Realist
Dear Parishioners:
“If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is.” That is to say, if a telemarketer oﬀers you
100% return on your investment, it should set oﬀ warning bells in your head. Nothing that good
can possibly be true. At least not for very long. It is not realis'c to expect any investment to double in value year a*er year. If it seems too good to be true, it probably is.
Some people feel that way about the Chris'an faith. It proclaims a loving God who is the
Father of all. It says that all are brothers and sisters, regardless of our diﬀerences. It teaches that service is the true
test of greatness. It asserts that love is stronger than selﬁshness. It promises forgiveness for our sins, no ma0er how
heinous they may be. And it looks forward to a day when God’s will is done on earth as it is in heaven.
Isn’t that a lovely view of life? And some people would like to believe it, but simply cannot. For them, it
sounds too good to be true. They feel compelled to face facts, however unpleasant those facts may be. They say that
to live in a beau'ful dream would be comfor'ng. But in their suspicious view, it is be0er to be realis'c and deal with
life as it is, not as you might wish it to be.
On this celebra'on of Christ the King, I cannot argue with their conclusion: it is be0er to be realis'c than to live
in a dream world. And I think Jesus would
agree. Sure, some have called him an idealist, who thought of life in terms of what it
could be. But Jesus considered himself to
be a realist. In today’s Gospel, he said: “The
reason I was born, the reason I came into
the world, is to tes'fy to the truth.” There’s
the rub. What he called truth and what the
world says is true are not always the same.
Con'nued on next page
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P[stor’s M_ss[g_ ]ontinu_^ from p[g_ on_:
Part of the problem comes from iden'fying “realism” with ugliness. When you see a movie adver'sed as “a
realis'c look at life,” you can almost count on it focusing on crime and violence. Judas Iscariot was real, as were Pilate,
Caiaphas, and the Roman soldiers who took part in Calvary. They did real, terrible things. Yet the central ﬁgure in that
event was Jesus of Nazareth. He is no less real than the rest. In fact, history would have forgo0en most of the others
by now had it not been for their associa'on with Christ. Beneath the microscope of history, it turns out that he was
the really real, the ul'mate realist.
The other part of the problem is associa'ng realism with cynicism. It is easy for a comedian like Bill Maher to
interview naïve believers and ridicule them. A cynic can easily expose wishful thinking and make himself sound like an
honest facer of facts.
Pilate was a cynic. You can almost hear the sneer in his voice when he asked Jesus, “What is truth?” Pilate
doubted any meaning outside of his own making as having any claim on him. That is the classic posi'on of a cynic.
While others search for what is true with a degree of openness and humility, cynics assume that they are the judge of
what is authen'c. For them, what is reliably genuine is what conﬁrms their experience and values. The spirit of wonder in them is conﬁned by their assump'on that they are the measure of what is real.
A genuine realist, on the other hand, is someone open to possibili'es and goes to work on them. Jesus sums
up his realism in the prayer he taught his disciples: “Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.”
And he is s'll working to achieve it.
“Love your neighbor as yourself.” Jesus did that, and he believed that others could do it as well. More than
anyone else, he saw the possibili'es in people and in life. Call him a dreamer, but he made the ideal to be real by his
own choices. He was not out of touch with reality. He showed that true maturity and fulﬁllment of our human poten'al is a realis'c goal for everyone on earth.
Who knows how long the world will exist? But when the last chapter of history is wri0en, Jesus will be at the
heart of it. Then he will be discovered to be the ul'mate realist. Between now and then, many new meanings will
emerge and seemingly limitless beauty will be discovered. And he will s'll be there saying: “The reason I came into the
world is to tes'fy to the truth.”
A*er you ﬁnish your tradi'onal Thanksgiving dinner on Thursday, prepare your Advent wreathe. Whether you
make or buy the evergreen circle, see it as a promise of the glory that awaits you. On your bap'sm day, the crown of your
head was smeared with chrism, the royal oil that makes you
another Christos, another Anointed One.
You have the same mission as Jesus – to live faithfully
and to love selﬂessly. The crown of glory – Christ’s very own – is
promised to you. On your bap'sm day, you were given a candle
lit from the Paschal Candle. As you light the ﬁrst candle next
Saturday night for the start of Advent, know that Christ’s light
shines through you.

Thanksgiving Day Mass will be on

Fr. Craig Boly, S.J.
Pastor

November 25, 2021 at 10:00 AM

M[ss R_[^ings
Mass Readings for Nov. 21, 2021
Daniel 7:13-14
Revela'on 1:5-8
John 18:33b-37

Mass Readings for Nov. 28, 2021
Jeremiah 33:14-16
1 Thessalonians 3:12—4:2
Luke 21:25-28, 34-36

St Ign[tius S]hool
This last week, our students brought in an abundance of food
for St. Vincent DePaul. From pasta to peanut bu0er with canned
goods galore, our students contributed generously to help feed the
hungry in our local community.

School Oﬃce
503-774-5533
Principal: Carol Pausz
cpausz@sispdx.org
Ext 246

Our students con'nue to learn and grow. Our pre-K students
con'nue to develop their skills through sculp'ng, drawing, and coloring. They made
turkeys showing the many blessings they are thankful for in their lives. Our kindergarSchool Secretary
ten students are learning their addi'on facts through pictures and manipula'ves such
Julie Frangipani
as small erasers. Our ﬁrst grade students are busy learning to count by ﬁves with tally
jfrangipani@sispdx.org
marks and developing their place value concept for ones and tens. The second graders
OR
are learning about storms and iden'fying the main idea and details along with decodschool@sispdx.org
ing consonant blends. The third grade students con'nue to write and revise their own
Ext 233
stories and study about the saints. Our fourth graders are diving into long division in
www.sispdx.org
math and con'nuing novel studies in reading. The ﬁ*h graders are studying saltwater
and freshwater in our world and the challenges surrounding water on our planet. The
sixth grade students are in a novel study of the Newberry Award winning novel, The Giver. Our seventh graders chose a
saint role model to study and acvely look for ways to perform loving deeds of kindness throughout the week. The
eighth graders are studying the Earth’s gravitaonal acceleraon and the eﬀects of free fall.
We are searching for a middle school math teacher. In the interim, if you know of a re'red math teacher that
might be available to provide addi'onal math support for this school year, please direct them to our sispdx.org.
May we
take 'me to thank
our Lord for all of
the many blessings
in our lives. As we
hear in the ﬁrst
book of Chronicles,
chapter 16, verse
34, “Give thanks to
the Lord, who is
good, whose love
endures forever.”

Carol Pausz
Principal

Wom_n’s R_tr_[t
Saturday, Dec. 4, 2021 atLoyola Jesuit Center from1:00-4:00 p.m. Presenters: Tara Ludwig (Faber Ins'tute) & Ana Guizado
Cost: $25*
We are delighted to oﬀer a retreat in person at the Loyola Jesuit Center this Advent. Please note that proof of vaccina'on is required and masks
must be worn indoors. Spots are limited to 30 women.
Register online by clicking h0ps://www.sipdx.org/retreat-sign-up-arise
Quesons? Contact Beth Schaller at bschaller@sipdx.org
Presented by: Women, Arise! Ministry – a ministry for women, by women

D[ily M[ss Int_ntions 8:00@M M[ss
Please keep in your prayers

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Nov 22
Nov 23
Nov 24
Nov 25
Nov 26

Faye Wolf
Theresa & Louie Pieretti
Jim Emig
Thanksgiving
Roseangela D’Ambrosia

F_[st_ of th_ N[tivity
The Feaste of the Na'vity needs your help!
Sign up using the following link: h0ps://www.signupgenius.com/
go/8050c4caea82da2f49-feaste
You'll ﬁnd opportuni'es to help us set up, tear down, and help with
everything from jous'ng to King Craig's Cafe to keeping our bathrooms clean. The Feaste runs from 10am to 4pm on Saturday, Dec. 11, and we
half shi*s available for every ac'vity during the day.
•
•
•
•
•

•

The 'meline for the day: 10am -- The Feaste of the Na'vity begins
1pm -- Pageant in front of the church, on the plaza
1:45 -- Ye Royal Ceremony of Hail and Farewell at the Kings' Table, featuring
King Craig and King Mike
2:15 -- Costume Contest in the The Royal Courtyard, King Craig and King Mike
to judge
2:45 -- The Royal Raﬄe
3pm -- Pageant in front of the church, on the plaza
Peace and all good, Joseph Byrd jbyrd@sipdx.org
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Oﬃce Manager
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P[stor[l Coun]il

IGNITE ]ontinu_s on D_]_m\_r 12th

Pastoral Council Members:

Kino Bor^_r Don[tions for @^v_nt

Chair: Emily Gumper
emilygumper@gmail.com

Mike Moore Jr.
Mike.moorejr@gmail.com
Genie Filipowicz
genieﬂip@gmail.com

Advent Cona'on Program: Kino Border Ini'a've
This Advent season, the parish will be suppor'ng the Kino
Border Ini'a've (KBI), a Jesuit non-proﬁt located in Nogales,
Arizona and Nogales, Mexico that provides humanitarian assistance to migrants at the U.S.-Mexico border. We will be
suppor'ng them through a dona'on drive, Monetary dona'ons for KBI will be gratefully accepted. To learn more about
KBI and how to par'cipate in the collec'on, visit the North
East alcove in church!

W__kly Justi]_ R_]omm_n^[tion
John Henry Burke
jhb@teleport.com

Y Hoang
hoang.thieny@gmail.com

Bella Koudjrakor
bellebelle22@yahoo.fr

Civilize It: A Be<er Kind of Polics More than 1,000 Catholics and people of
goodwill who have pledged charity, clarity, and crea'vity in pursuit of the common good. Will you help amplify this movement and invite your community to
build “a be0er kind of poli'cs, one truly at the service of the common
good” (Fratelli Tu$, no. 154)?
Civilize It: A Be0er Kind of Poli'cs: h0ps://www.usccb.org/civilizeit
responds to Pope Francis’ call in Fratelli Tu$ to “seek the good of all people” (no. 182) by encountering our neighbors and entering into a dialogue that
seeks the truth across perspec'ves. This new ini'a've challenges Catholics and
people of goodwill to cul'vate a sense of solidarity with our brothers and sisters
that transcends our diﬀerences.

Amy Smithstanza
smithstanza@gmail.com

Giving Tu_s^[y 2021—Nov_m\_r 30th

Giving Tuesday - November 30
300,000
250,000
200,000
150,000

Our parish has an email based
prayer chain you can submit
prayers or sign up to pray for
other’s intentions, just email to
prayerchain@sipdx.org
In the subject line please
include either:
Asking for prayers
OR
Add me to the Email list to pray

100,000
50,000

This year for giving Tuesday we
are inviting you to help with
two ongoing projects:
1) The school will break ground
on a new playground in June.
$146,000 have been collected
already, only $94,000 more is
needed.
2) There is an electric box in
the church that is very much in
need of repair. A generous
donor has already contributed
$40,000 for this project. Only
$25,000 more is needed.

0
Playground
Funds Collected

Church Electric
Funds Needed

Completed Project

On Giving Tuesday, for one day only, many companies will match donaons given to
non-proﬁts. Please check with your employer to see if they will match your gi9!
Dona'ons can be made online at: h0ps://onrealm.org/sipdx/-/form/give/now (select
Fund “Church-Giving Tuesday” or “School-Giving Tuesday” Checks may be mailed or
dropped oﬀ at the parish oﬃce. Any ques'ons, call Pa0y at 503-777-1491

