
 Jesus As the Bread of Life 

Dear Parishioners:       

    

 There is a lot going on this second weekend 

of August.  Campers from the parish just finished a 

week roughing it at Fort Stevens.  While I am on re-

treat in California, Fr. Paul Cochran SJ will preach at 

all of the weekend Masses in town.  The fresh crop 

of Jesuit Volunteers convenes for their week of vir-

tual orienta(on in Canby that ends with their mis-

sioning Mass.  Soon we will welcome the new JV 

community at Morris House.  And next Sunday we 

will remember Mary’s Assump(on into heaven. 

 

 The gospel today is about Jesus as the Bread 

of Life.  Perhaps a story can illuminate the meaning 

of this teaching.  A young boy was walking home 

through the park a0er a1ending a Sunday school 

class.  Somehow, he couldn’t stop thinking about 

the lesson for that day on Jesus’ parable about the 

last judgment.  What impressed him most was when 

the teacher said, “When you give something to an-

other person, you’re really giving it to Jesus.” 

 

 As the lad con(nued through the park, he no(ced an old woman si4ng on a bench.  She looked lonely 

and hungry.  So he sat down next to her, took from his pocket a chocolate bar he had been saving, and 

offered some to her.  She accepted with a smile.  He liked her smile so much that a0er 

she had eaten her piece of chocolate, he gave her more.  This (me they exchanged 

smiles, and for a while, they sat together in silence, just smiling at each other. 

 

 Finally, the boy got up to leave.  As he began to walk away, he turned, ran back 

to the bench, and gave the woman a big hug.  And she gave him her very best smile.  

When he arrived home, his mother saw a big smile on his face and asked, “What made 

you so happy today?”  He said, “I shared my chocolate bar with Jesus.  And she has a 

great smile.” 

P[stor’s M_ss[g_         @ugust 8, 2021       Nin_t__nth Sun^[y in Or^in[ry Tim_   

Con(nued on next page 

 MASS SCHEDULE   

                          

WEEKEND MASS 

Saturday Vigil at 5:00 PM 

Sunday at 8:00 AM 

                         Sunday at 10:30 AM 

                          Sunday at 7:30 PM 

  

                            WEEKDAY MASS 

                      Noon on Tuesday & Thursday 

  

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturdays -3:30 PM to 4:30 PM 

OR by appointment 503-777-1491 

  
 

 
CONTACT US: 

St Ignatius Parish 

3400 SE 43rd Avenue  
Portland, OR 97206  

Phone:  503-777-1491   
office@sipdx.org   *   www.sipdx.org 



 Meanwhile, the old woman returned to her li1le apartment where she lived with her sister.  “You’re 

all smiles,” said the sister.  “What made you so happy today?”  To which she replied, “I was si4ng in the park, 

ea(ng a chocolate bar with Jesus.  And, you know, he looks a lot younger than I expected.”   

 

Jesus is the Bread of Life to nourish and sustain us to fulfill our mission -- to be bread blessed and bro-

ken: to be the presence of Christ in the world. 

 

 The complaining crowd from the Gospel of John 6 reenacts the murmuring of Israel against Moses in 

the desert (see Exodus 16:1-12).  The people are scandalized.  How can Jesus make such outlandish claims for 

himself – bread from heaven, indeed.  No more hunger, no more thirst?  The people cease calling him 

“Lord” (which they had begun to do a0er the miraculous feeding with the loaves and fish), and instead won-

der: “Isn’t this just Jesus, the son of Joseph?” 

 

 Jesus contrasts the manna which God fed to the genera(on of the Exodus, and the bread that he will 

give.  As the one who has seen God and whom God has sent, Jesus has the mission to reveal God and to give 

eternal life with God.  It is this spiritual hunger for eternal meaning that Jesus sa(sfies as the bread of life.  

Union with eternal meaning is what life beyond death an(cipates. 

 

 This coming Sunday August 15 marks the Assump(on of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  According to our 

wisdom tradi(on, Mary at the moment of her death was taken up bodily to heaven to be with Jesus.  The 

scripture readings review her place in salva(on history as the mother of the 

Messiah (Revela(on 12); her assump(on as a preview of the resurrec(on of 

us all (1 Cor 15:20-27); and her witness as a person of faith who praises God 

as an example for us all (Luke 1:39-56). 

 

 Celebra(ng Mary’s assump(on into heaven strengthens our belief 

that the human body is sacred and des(ned for glory.  Just as Christ was 

raised from the dead in bodily form – nail prints and all – so we rejoice that 

when Mary fell asleep in death, Mary’s body was raised to heaven, too. One 

way to celebrate the Blessed Mother is to pray the Regina Caeli: 

 

 Queen of heaven, rejoice, alleluia! 

 The son whom you merited to bear, alleluia! 

 Has risen as he said, alleluia! 

 Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia! 

 For the Lord has truly risen, alleluia! 
 

Fr. Craig Boly, S.J.      

Pastor 
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Mass Readings for Aug 8, 2021 

1 Kings 19:4-8 

Ephesians 4:30-5:2 

John 6:41-51 

Mass Readings for Aug 15, 2021 

Revela(on 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab 

1 Corinthians 15:20-27 

Luke 1:39-56 

M[ss R_[^ings  



 

D[ily Pr[y_r Int_ntions  

Please keep in your prayers  
Monday     Aug   9  Vince & Mary Barnes 

Tuesday    Aug 10 Scott Parker 
Wednesday  Aug 11 All suffering with illness 

Thursday  Aug 12 Faye Wolf 
Friday  Aug 13  Jim Emig  

The Feaste of the Nativity      The Feaste of the Nativity      The Feaste of the Nativity      The Feaste of the Nativity      Saturday, December 11 from 10am to 4pm 

                                    Pageants in the Church at 1pm and 3pm 

 

What will we need from you? – Anything you’re willing to give and/or do! 

Instead of coming in with an idea of “how” we should do this (and I’ve done plenty of Feastes 

before!), I wanted to start now and ask “What would you like to have happen at St. Igna(us’ 

Feaste of the Na(vity?” and I’m receiving wonderful ideas and volunteers.  Here’s what I know 

will happen for sure: 

 We’ll have a pageant inside the church, at 1 and at 3pm.  With music from the Oxford Book 

of Carols which I’ve sequenced/orchestrated, and a script that I will be wri(ng, we’ll celebrate the season in song, 

movement, and delight.  In September, I’ll put out a Cas(ng Call for all who are interested, and lay out some of the de-

tails of what we’ll need in order to par(cipate in the pageant.  We’ll need singers for sure, as well as people who would 

like to read lines, and/or help with the “back-stage” work. 

 Outside and around the church, under awnings and tents (which we’ll be needing!), we’ll have an assortment 

of ac(vi(es and people and ministries and whatever else people are willing to host and/or share.  In the style of a Re-

naissance Fair, it would be great to have wreathe making or a place with warm drinks.  And this is where you come in: 

what would you like to help us have or do? Do you juggle?  Can you ride a unicycle?  Would you host Ye Olde Poem 

Corner, and read lyrics of the (me period to people as they near?  I have more ideas than this, but do contact me if 

you’re interested, or inspired.  More clarity on all these things will come soon. 

And we’ll need your support.  Can you sponsor a candle?  A king?  Could you sponsor a tent – or gi0 us with seed mon-

ey, to help us make the Feaste a reality?  More and clearer details on how to do this will come soon! 
 

 Meanwhile, let me know if any of this sparks your interest – and I’ll write your name down, as I’ve been doing 

throughout July!  We’ve a great crew of folks already willing to help.  Can I add your name to this wonderful list?  Any-

thing you’d like to do – big or small – will be most welcome.  A list of needed personnel is on the way. 

Joseph Byrd,  jbyrd@sipdx.org,  503-777-1491, ext. 238 
 

 Why the Feaste, with an e? -- Essen(ally, the Feaste of the Na(vity derives from the Middle Ages, that (me 

when the 12 days of Christmas were actually celebrated, instead of the rush up and toward Christmas Day itself.  And 

while our Feaste will happen before Christmas, the Middle Ages knew how to celebrate Advent and Christmas as a 

(me where everyone and everything belonged, integra(ng old, pagan rituals without scorn or differen(a(on, into this 

season where what once was an emblem of Druidic sacrifice (the holly and its red berries) turned into something we 

now regard as part and parcel of our celebra(ons, e.g. “Now the holly bears a berry as blood is it red, Then trust we 

our Savior, who rose from the dead.”  The Middle Ages were thus a (me of transforma(on, and such stuffs are o0en 

messy.  But as one of my teachers said, it’s always transforma(on before transi(on, which leads to transcend-

ence.  And if it doesn’t happen that way, don’t trust it.  The Feaste will help us 

find the Light of the World in the messes of our everyday lives, especially as we 

move out of the pandemic.  Transforma(on is messy work, and the Middle Ages 

were o0en just that, with all the forma(on of people and places and languages 

being laid out and moving toward so-called “modernity.”  The Feaste of the Na-

(vity will be a fun, friendly, family-oriented (me reminiscent of what it means 

to find meaning in the midst of real renewal, following in the steps of the Holy 

Family, of which we are all a part. 

“Th_ F_[st_ of th_ N[tivity.” 



Due to current health concerns, the 2021-2022 SEEL retreat will be an online experi-

ence.   We are excited to be able to offer the Spiritual Exercises in a format that will open 

the retreat experience to graces in unexpected ways. Advance registra(on is required. 

Applica(ons accepted NOW!  2021-2022 Online SEEL Retreat applica7ons accepted June 

10, 2021 - August 20, 2021. The retreat begins September 13, 2021 – check monthly re-

treat dates and apply at: h:ps://seelportland.org/   h:ps://seelportland.org/how-to-

apply/ 
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2021   *  MOUNTAIN VIEW GOLF CLUB 1:00 PM 
Hosted by:   St. Ignatius School Foundation  3400 SE 43rd Avenue, Port-

land, OR  97206       Tax ID:93-0853414 For Additional Information and 
Sponsor details: Email:  Stignatiusfoundation@outlook.com  Website: 

Stignatiusschoolfoundation.org 

John S]ott M_mor i[l Golf Tourn[m_ntJohn S]ott M_mor i[l Golf Tourn[m_ntJohn S]ott M_mor i[l Golf Tourn[m_ntJohn S]ott M_mor i[l Golf Tourn[m_nt 

KATHLEEN BONNETTE writes:  In his new book, Francis 

sketches a transforma7ve vision of society that reorients 

neoliberal priori7es toward the common good. 

Let Us Dream: The Path to a Be�er Future  h1ps://

uscatholic.org/ar(cles/202012/pope-francis-let-us-dream-

inspires-readers-to-meet-the-challenge-of-our-age/ 

L_t Us Dr_[m:  Th_ P[th to [ B_tt_r Futur_L_t Us Dr_[m:  Th_ P[th to [ B_tt_r Futur_L_t Us Dr_[m:  Th_ P[th to [ B_tt_r Futur_L_t Us Dr_[m:  Th_ P[th to [ B_tt_r Futur_ 

tithingtithingtithingtithing 

Financial report (July 1, 2021—June 30, 2022): 

Needed for the month of July     $35,500.00 

Amount received through 7-25-2021      39,739.68 

Thank you, may you be blessed abundantly for your generosity!  



 

Pastoral Council Members: 

 

Chair:  Emily Gumper 
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Bella Koudjrakor 
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Amy Smithstanza 
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P[stor[l Coun]il 

Our parish has an email based 

prayer chain you can submit 

prayers or sign up to pray for 

other’s intentions, just email to   

prayerchain@sipdx.org 

 

In the subject line please  

include either: 

Asking for prayers 

 OR  

Add me to the Email list to pray  

Outr_[]h    

F[ith Form[tionF[ith Form[tionF[ith Form[tionF[ith Form[tion    

 In May, Tibbe:s House welcomed the first refugees from Syria, the first ref-

ugees to arrive in Oregon since 2016, and we’re delighted to share that they 

have now se1led into permanent housing in the St. Igna(us neighborhood 

area. Soon, we will be hos(ng a family of six from the Congo. We are looking 

for new volunteers, so please contact Kerri Babin at  

kerribabin@hotmail.com if you are interested in suppor(ng this wonderful 

ministry. 

Marriage: Are you engaged?  Congratula(ons!  Preparing for a marriage in 

the Catholic Church is a six month process which hopefully offers some tools 

to help you navigate this wonderful transi(on in your life.  If you're ready to 

get that process started, contact Grace Byrd for more informa(on. 

 

RCIA:  If you are in the process of discerning whether 

the Catholic Church is your spiritual home, consider reg-

istering for the '21-'22 RCIA class.  This class meets 

weekly and is a place to explore your faith, examine 

your beliefs, and recognize God's presence in your life.  

Contact Grace Byrd for more informa(on, or simply reg-

ister for the class on our website, and Grace will get in 

touch with you!  

 

A group of parents have volunteered to help plan some ac(vi(es for our Jun-

ior High age parishioners beginning next fall.  Would you like to join in on 

the fun?  Email Grace Byrd and she will put you in touch with the other vol-

unteers! 

 

Some of our young adult parishioners have expressed an interest in begin-

ning to gather once again for fun and fellowship.  Are you someone between 

the age of 20-40 who likes to plan ac(vi(es?  It can be anything from discus-

sions at the pub, to a hike, to a service project.  Talk to Grace if you are inter-

ested! 

 

Registra7on is open for 2021-2022 First Reconcilia-

7on & Communion 

Next year’s Sacramental Prepara(on program is now 

open for registra(on.  The program begins in Sep-

tember and is open to 2
nd

 graders and older.  Infor-

ma(on packets are available in the ves(bule of the 

Church.  Please register online at:  sipdx.org/first-

reconcilia(on-and-eucharist   

Assistant(s) needed for Sacramental Prep next year 

 
Grace Byrd, gbyrd@sipdx.org   

Faith Formation Coordinator 
503-777-1491, ext. 245 




