
 

P[stor’s M_ss[g_           @ugust 23, 2020      Tw_nty–First Sun^[y in Or^in[ry Tim_ 

    

  
It Ma�ers What You Think 
    

Dear Parishioners: 
 

 This weekend Jesus wrestles with the age-old issue of 

iden�ty.  Psychologist Erik Erikson lists “iden�ty” as among 

the key life-stage challenges leading to adulthood.  Unless you 

know who you are, you are not ready to share yourself with 

another or to decide on your voca�on in life. 

 

 What is an iden�ty?  An iden�ty is the unique re-

sponse each person makes to the ques�on, “What are the val-

ues I choose to live by?”  For example, make a list of any ten 

adjec�ves that contain values.  Such a list might contain val-

ues such as truthful, reliable, generous, pa�ent, ambi�ous, 

hardworking, loving, compassionate, forgiving, persevering.  

Then on a scale of one to ten, with one designa�ng “not at all,” and ten designa�ng “crucial,” rate your com-

mitment to these values.  What results is your unique iden�ty. 
 

 No�ce, you do not “discover” your iden�ty, you create it by having life experiences that enable you to 

judge which values are important to you and how much you commit yourself to live those values.  Crea�ng 

your iden�ty is hard work – and it takes �me, trial and error, and what St. Paul calls the “pa�ent endurance” 

that builds character.   

 

 The usual way that young people form their iden��es is through the mentoring of wise adults.  When 

people do not have wise guides, it is difficult for them fully to form their iden�ty.  People who have not wres-

tled with conflic�ng values and chosen “who they are when they are alone” end up 

endlessly  

immature.  Mature people know who they are because they have chosen their values.  

They become their values not to please others, but because they are commi4ed to 

what is right and good whether others applaud or oppose them. 

 

 Remember when Jesus went back to the Temple when he was 12 and his dis-

traught parents were looking for him?  This was his iden�ty work.  He told Mary and 

Joseph that he was where his values led him, to his Father’s house. 
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 In today’s’ Gospel, Jesus quizzes his closest friends, first about the general opinion of who he is, and 

then about their own personal views.  This is the same ques�on each of us is asked to answer.  The Risen 

Lord is asking, in effect, not what you have heard others say about him – preachers, theologians, saints – or 

any other witnesses to his iden�ty.  “Who do you say that I am?” 
 

 Your answer to this ques�on is vital because your own iden�ty and voca�on depend upon it.  If you 

are s�ll undecided on who the Risen Jesus is for you, then your own life of faith does not yet have a reliable 

founda�on.  Muslims think that he was a great prophet.  Hindus concede that he was a great saint.  The 

Chris�an wisdom tradi�on believes that through his death on the cross and resurrec�on to glory, the iden�ty 

of Jesus is as Messiah and Son of God, Lord and Giver of Life through bap�sm, and food for life’s journey as 

the Bread of Life.   
 

 Coming to faith in Christ is not automa�c just because you were born with a Chris�an spoon in your 

mouth.  Nor is belief in Christ a ma4er of knowing the catechism.  A great example of coming to faith in 

Christ is Peter.  He spent �me with Jesus in a human way first, sharing his company, watching what he did, 

and reflec�ng on his teaching.  Yet on his own, he did not fully grasp the full meaning of Jesus of Nazareth. 
 

 When the �me came for Peter to answer the ques�on posed to him directly, he s�ll had not figured it 

out by himself – but he was open to the giA of faith.  Jesus tells him, “Flesh and blood (human evidence) have 

not revealed this to you, but my heavenly Father.” 
 

 Believers come to know Jesus first in a human way.  They pray the scriptures, hear the homilies, and 

see how other believers respond to him.  They let the story of his life take root in their imagina�ons: ask 

ques�ons, face difficul�es about paradoxes and challenges about the problem of evil, and seek the wisdom 

of mentors in community.  That is the way people open their hearts to receive the giA of faith.  Like Peter, 

they are already hanging out with Jesus when the ques�on is posed for them in�mately and decisively – 

“Who do you say that I am?” 
 

 Of course, just because you know who Jesus is doesn’t make authen�c rela�ng to him any easier.  As 

Mark Twain humorously remarked, “Good judgment comes from experience.  And most experience comes 

from bad judgment.”  Believing in the Risen Lord does not inoculate people from immature choices.  Even 

though Peter made a magnificent profession of faith, he s�ll betrayed him.   
 

 Those who confess belief in the Risen Lord as the core value of their iden�ty are called Chris�ans.  

They don’t simply know about Jesus, they relate to him as companion and friend.  You can tell what people 

actually believe about Jesus.  They are the ones eager “to become the eyes and hands and heart of the Risen 

Jesus” for the world. 
 

Fr. Craig Boly, S.J.      

Pastor 

Con�nued from front page: 

P[stor’s M_ss[g_ ]ontinu_^  

M[ss R_[^ings  

 

 
 

Mass Readings for Aug 23, 2020 

Isaiah 22:19-23 

Romans 11:33-36 

Ma4hew 16:13-20 

 

Mass Readings for Aug 30, 2020 

Jeremiah 20:7-19 

Romans 12:1-2 

Ma4hew 16:21-27 
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Bookkeeper-Church & School 
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Ku^os  & Di^ you Know? 

⇒ To Fr Billy for a wonderful Baptism on the plaza last weekend! 

 

⇒ Next week you will find instructions for week-

day Mass sign-ups in the bulletin and on our web-

site! 

 Women, Arise! Saturday, Oct. 3
rd

 at 10:00 a.m. our Women’s 

Ministry group will offer a virtual retreat (via Zoom) coordinated by 

Ana Guizado, Tara Ludwig, Beth Schaller, and Antoine4e Toku. You 

can also save the date for an Advent event on Saturday, Dec. 5
th 

Save 

the dates!  

 

 Fall 2020 Sacramental Prepara�on: Reconcilia�on 

Schedule:  

 

• Sun, Sept. 13
th

 - supply pick-up and socially distant or virtual family orienta�on  

• Weekly home-study lessons provided via email 

• Parent Reflec�on and check-in via Zoom in late Sept/early Oct 

• First Reconcilia�on ceremony will be scheduled when prac�cal – probably in winter/

spring 

 

 2020-2021 Sacramental Prepara�on: two op�ons 

A) Home-study model with parish support – In the fall we will pre-

pare for First Reconcilia�on together through three virtual sessions 

while families complete five weekly lessons at home. The parish will 

provide the textbook and weekly emails to guide prepara�on. Plans 

for First Communion classes will be communicated in December 

when we have more informa�on about the COVID situa�on at that �me.  

B) Defer for one year and prepare in a tradi�onal class seOng. 

 

 Catechists (teachers) are needed for Sacramental Prepara�on in 2021-2022. 

AAer more than 30 years of preparing children for the sacraments here at St. Igna�us, 

Mary Kay Baker has announced that she will be re�ring from this ministry in June of 

2021. Cecelia Russell, co-leader, will be moving out of the area and stepping down from 

this ministry as well. Please prayerfully consider if God is calling you to prepare children 

for the Sacraments of Reconcilia�on and First Communion. Two adults are needed to 

lead this ministry. Fair-share hours or a s�pend is available. If you would like to 

“shadow” the program this year you are most welcome to do so while discerning this 

call. This ministry provided a rich opportunity to form children and families in their faith, 

develop community and rela�onships and use your crea�ve teaching giAs. 

 

 Children’s Liturgy of the Word. Are you interested in offering a short 20-30 mi-

nute lesson this fall for children about the Sunday gospel this fall (via Zoom)? I will be 

crea�ng a schedule for our families and I welcome those who want to par�cipate as 

leaders – you can choose your frequency, for instance 1x/month on the 1
st

 Sunday. 

Youth and young adults are also welcome to lead these lessons.  

Please contact bschaller@sipdx.org for more details or to volunteer. 

 



Co-Chair:  Joyce Keane 

Joyce.sipdx@gmail.com 

 

Co-Chair: James Nguyen 
james@dragonberryproduce.com 

 

Pastoral Council Members: 
 

Ma�hew Pearl 

mjmpearl@aol.com 

 

Genie Filipowcz 

genieflip@gmail.com 

 

Jeremy McKay 

Michele.mckay@me.com 

 

Emily Gumper 

emilygumper@gmail.com 

 

Norman Williams 

jimtam7@gmail.com 

 

Abby Morales 

ahefer75@gmail.com 

 

Mike Moore Jr. 

Mike.moorejr@gmail.com 
 

P[stor[l Coun]il 

Our parish has an email 

based prayer chain you can 

submit prayers or sign up to 

pray for other’s inten�ons, 

just email to   

prayerchain@sipdx.org 

 

In the subject line please  

include either: 

Asking for prayers 

 OR  

Add me to the Email list to 

pray  

Classes for adults wishing to learn more about becoming Catholic 
begin in September. 

RCIA 

• Do you feel drawn to learn more about the Catholic faith?  

• Have you considered whether you might like to be-

come Catholic yourself?  

RCIA is a class that allows you to explore your own faith 

journey and discern if the Catholic faith is one that you 

would like to be a part of. Please join our 20/21 class by 

registering on our website. If you have any ques�ons, 

please contact Grace Byrd (gbyrd@sipdx.org) 

RCI@, (Rit_ of Christi[n Initi[tion for @^ults.) 

High S]hool Confirm[tion 

High School Confirma�on  

Are you in high school, or will you be enter-

ing high school in the fall? If so, then you are 

invited to register for St. Igna�us High School 

Confirma�on. The program will start this Sep-

tember and will be a hybrid model of digital 

learning combined with 6 in-person group 

gatherings including sessions, ac�vi�es and a 

retreat. Registra�on is open now! Just follow 

this link:  

sipdx.org/high-school-confirma�on 

(gbyrd@sipdx.org) 
 

If you have a heart for working with 

youth  and accompanying people on 

their unique faith journeys, please con-

tact Grace about joining our High School 

Confirma$on leadership team.  

You are invited to join us via Zoom  

this fall to IGNITE  

where we will explore prayer  

through the Saints, Mys�cs,  

and music.  

If you would like to deepen your IG-

NITE experience,  

please consider  

purchasing a copy of  

"Prayer in the Catholic Tradi�on" by 

Robert J. Wicks 

 

sipdx.org/ignite  

I  G N I T E 



 
Please keep in your prayers  

Monday    Aug 24  Tiz Dalla Gasperina 

Tuesday    Aug 25  Frank & Tonka Dulcich 

Wednesday  Aug 26  Fredrick L. Sheets 

Thursday  Aug 27  Lore4a Allen 

Friday   Aug 28  Jim Emig 

Join us via Zoom for Friday morning Contempla�ve Prayer at 7am followed by fellowship.  

No experience needed!   We gather at 6:55am, sit in silence for half an hour, then check in about any sub-

ject of interest. For further informa�on and the Zoom link, contact George Veome� at  

gveome�@gmail.com. 

D[ily Int_ntions for Pr[y_r 

Cont_mpl[tiv_ pr[y_r Fri^[y mornings 

R[]i[l Justi]_ R_]omm_n^[tion 

You are invited to Pack 351's annual Join Night via Zoom!  Come to see what Cub Scou�ng is all about and 

see how we are Scou�ng On! during the Pandemic!  Sep 14, 2020 07:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 

Register in advance for this mee�ng: 

h4ps://us02web.zoom.us/mee�ng/register/tZAuf-itpjwqHNUtjeqLkt40lpmWcJZkEqz4 

AAer registering, you will receive a confirma�on email containing informa�on about joining the mee�ng. 

 A reminder that October 12 is the final day Oregonians can  

register to vote in the Nov 3 Presiden�al Elec�on. Check here to register 

online, or to see if you are registered, to vote-  

h4ps://sos.oregon.gov/vo�ng/Pages/registra�on.aspx?lang=en  

Read the recent Catholic Sen�nel ar�cles about the history and experiences of  

Black Catholics in Oregon: 
 

h�ps://catholicsen�nel.org/Content/News/Local/Ar�cle/Racism-and-resilience-An-overview-of-Catholic-African-

American-history/2/35/40513 

 

h�ps://catholicsen�nel.org/Content/News/Local/Ar�cle/Black-Portland-Catholic-reflects-on-race-anguish-

love/2/35/40085 

 

· How will Catholic Schools teach Black Catholic history? h�ps://lasen�nel.net/black-catholics-history-will-us-

catholic-schools-teach-it.html 

P[]k 351’s [nnu[l Join Night vi[ zoom 

Church is open Tuesday and Thursday, from 11:00 AM until 1:00 PM  for Personal prayer 

time.  THROUGH AUGUST (Seating is Socially distanced, masks are required as well as sign-

ing in and taking your temperature as you enter.) 
 

P_rson[l Pr[y_r Tim_ 




