St. Ignatius Catholic Church
OREGON’S JESUIT PARISH

3400 SE 43rd Avenue, Portland, Oregon 97206
503 777 1491 - office@sipdx.org - www.sipdx.org

July 12, 2026 - FIFTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Mass Times Mass Intensions
Saturday Vigil 5:00 PM
& sower Mon, July 13
1 Peter Linh Nguyen
Wel)t out to Sunday 8:00 AM Tue, July 14
10:30 AM + Judy E ¢
SOW... 7:00 PM udy Larmes
Wed, July 15
Weekday (M-F) 8:0}(1) AMI 1 Herb & Millie Emig
at LJC - La Storta Chape Thu, July 16
Reconciliation + Frank Charles Galuzzo
Saturdays: 3:30—4:30 PM, or Fri, July 17
by appointment 503-777-1491 + John Bruno
Summer Office Hours Giving
Monday to Thursday
8:30 AM to 2:00 PM
Parish Staff Deb Chester
) Litugy Coordinator
Fr. San Mai, SJ liturgy.sipdx@gmail.com
Pastor
smai@sipdx.org Grace Byrd
Ext 224 Operations Manager
& Faith Formation
Fr. James Antonio, SJ gbyrd@sipdx.org
Parochial Vicar Ext 245
jantonio@sipdx.org
Ext 226 Breese Watson

Facilities Manager

Fr. Shane Liesegang, SJ bwatson@sipdx.org
Resident Priest Ext 227

sliesegang@sipdx.org

John Muench
Pastoral Council Chair
pastoralcouncil@sipdx.org

Deacon Mac Chester
mac.a.chester@gmail.com

Joseph Byrd Therese Tran
Pastoral Admin & Music Office Manager

jbyrd@sipdx.org office@sipdx.org
Ext 238 Ext 221
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WispoMm FROM THE PEWS

Isaiah 55:10-11
Romans 8:18-23
Matthew 13:1-23

When I read Isaiah, I hear someone who is still deeply in touch
with the Maker who spoke the world into being, who resides in all
things. I hear someone who believes, and maybe has never thought
to doubt, the intimate relationship between Word and world. Listen
with me, deep into the past, when reading didn’t relate to a phonetic
alphabet but to tracks of animals in the sand, to all the shades of
gray in clouds. Imagine learning to read the world thoroughly, as if
your sustenance depended on it.

Just as from the heavens

the rain and snow come down
and do not return there

till they have watered the earth,
making it fertile and fruitful,
giving seed to the one who sows
and bread to the one who eats,
so shall my word be

that goes forth from my mouth;
my word shall not return to me void,
but shall do my will,

achieving the end for which I sent it.

By contrast, Paul’s letter to the Romans rankles. I am trying to let
it settle. But the bit about creation being “made subject to futility,
not of its own accord but because of the one who subjected it,”
startles me. Who is “the one who subjected it’? Is that God? Is that
Adam or Eve? And is “subject to futility” synonymous with the fall
of humankind? An intentional riving between Word and world is
suggested to me. This is thorny theology for me as I have spiritual
wounds from my evangelical, bordering fundamentalist, church
background. I was told God did not redeem us out of a love for us
but out of a love for himself and his glory. Certainly some future
glory cannot be worth all this present suffering, all this death. If

Wisdom from the Pews is a chance for parishioners to share
their faith journey as it relates to the weekend readings, with
their reflections featured in our weekly bulletin. Interested in
participating? Follow this link to sign up: http://bit.ly/4eyinsG
and contact Joseph Byrd with any questions (jbyrd@sipdx.org)

this were true, I would not want to cry out
“Abba! Father!” 1 am slowing down, reading
closer. Perhaps I do not have the answers.
Perhaps I can have gratitude for being “subject
to futility.” 1 can hear that as an acceptance of
my humanity, my opposite-of-omnipotence,
my need to listen.

And then, our gospel reading. Jesus gets in
a boat. Because there were so many people.
And to think, he might have wanted to have
a quiet sit, alone, down by the sea. And he
gave them a parable. You know the famous
one about the seeds and soil. But why does he
speak, always, in parables? Why can’t he just
give it to us straight? Just the main concepts,
please. But the path from ear to heart has been
eroded. Perhaps he knows the way to the heart
is through story and bodily senses. So he tells
a story through the tangible; rocks, thorns,
soil, and scorching sun. Jesus pours the Word
out to them, to us, dousing our hearts. I am
listening. With my whole self, I am listening.

Grace Martin is a psychiatric nurse
practitioner who has attended St. Ignatius
for about a year. You'll find her at the 10:30
am mass.
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PARISH LIFE

Deepen Your Relationship
with God through SEEL

Greetings Saint Ignatius community!

My name is Jeanette and I am a
parishioner here at Saint Ignatius
parish, and I am also involved with
SEEL Portland.

What is SEEL? SEEL is an acronym for
Spiritual Exercises in Everyday Life.
SEEL is a retreat that people have made
all over the world for nearly 500 years.

What is SEEL Portland? SEEL Portland
is a sponsored ministry of Jesuits West
and we offer a retreat that gives you the
opportunity to experience the Spiritual
Exercises of Saint Ignatius of Loyola in
your everyday life over a period of nine
months. The Spiritual Exercises are
composed of meditations, prayers, and
contemplative practices developed by
Saint Ignatius.

During the Exercises, we are invited
to reflect on our lives in light of
God’s boundless love for us. We also
explore how to follow Jesus Christ as
his disciples; we are invited to love
Christ more intimately. Ultimately, the
Exercises offer you a way of living out
your faith by being people for others and
contemplatives in action, who find God
in all things.

SEEL Portland offers the Exercises in
a communal and individual 9-month
retreat, where we journey together
toward deeper friendship with God.

All of us involved with SEEL Portland
hope and pray that you might consider
joining us — more information and an
application are available on the SEEL
Portland website:

- https://seelportland.org/
- https://seelportland.org/how-to-apply/

Space is limited, so please apply as soon
as possible if you are interested.

Spiritual Support
& Communion for the Homebound

If you or someone you know, who is a St. Ignatius parishioner and
temporarily recovering or permanently homebound, please contact
the parish office at office@sipdx.org. One of our lay ministers would

be happy to visit with spiritual support and Eucharist.

for assistance at 503-235-8431 or svdp@sipsx.org. Requests from our
neighborhood are then forwarded to our SVAP pantry that delivers
food to those in need on Saturday mornings. We are feeding God’s
people who have less than us!

Looking for Ways to Serve Your Community?

Are you interested in discovering a vibrant spiritual group that serves
your local community in meaningful ways? JV EnCorps might be right
for you! We are a group, age 40+, that meets monthly to explore our
commitment to the values of volunteer service, social and ecological
justice, community, and spirituality. We assist group members in
finding fulfilling volunteer options in their community and gather to
offer each other support in service and integrate our experience of
service into our spiritual lives.

If interested, email Sarah Thompson: jvencorps@jvcnorthwest.org or
apply at www.jvencorps.org.

The program begins with our opening retreats in September.
Applications are accepted throughout the program year. Apply by
August 31 to be a part of the opening retreats.

JVENCorps

A PROGRAM OF JVC NORTHWEST

Jesuit Volunteer (JV) EnCorps, a program of JVC
Northwest, engages people 40+ in a rewarding
experience of service, c ity, and spiritual
formation. JV EnCorps Members (JVEs) commit to [
10 months of part-time service in their local . 4
communities and to the exploration of

JVC Northwest's core values: community, simple
living, social and ecological justice, and
spirituality/reflection.
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