
A New Commandment and Ecological Conversion  

Dear Parishioners:     

 Today we hear the words of Jesus, “I give you a new commandment, that you love one another.” Our challenge 

is to find a fresh meaning in what is old and familiar. “Love one another.” Before he was crucified, Jesus gave new 

meaning to the ancient commandment. It was no longer merely “love one another.” Jesus added “just as I have loved 

you.” In Jesus, a fuller kind of love was revealed.   

 Part of the Jewish tradition to love one’s neighbor was the notion of care for the less fortunate. This care for the 

powerless poor was not as charity cases, not grudgingly or out of pity, but as the responsibility for those blessed with 

plenty. Loving one’s neighbor is one of the things the chosen people did to be holy, even as God is holy.   

What does Jesus add that makes his command to love “new”?  Jesus insists on the necessity of self-forgetful 

love. This unselfish love will be the mark by which his disciples will be known, the canon by which they will be meas-

ured. This is the meaning of agape, in its Greek classical origins, that denotes active, love freely given without hope of 

recognition or reward. This is the kind of love that originates in God – who surrendered his only Son to submit to sinful 

execution by the very sinners Jesus came to save. This self-forgetful love is what is “new” Jesus’ commandment to love 

others. 

In his letter on care for the earth, Laudato Si, Pope Francis says that ecological conversion is today’s litmus test 

of love.  Whether or not you trust the science that explains the human causes of climate change, it is clear that the clock 

is ticking on the human family’s capacity to slow and reverse habitat degradation.  Pollution of the air, sea, and land 

through burning fossil fuel can be reversed – renewable solar and wind energy are a start.  Competition for fresh water 

will cause friction between those at the source and those downstream.  

Who decides among competing demands for the earth’s resources?  The 

myriad questions connected to care for the earth require answers to the 

demands of love for generations to come. 

 The vision that comes to John in the second reading from Reve-

lation includes a new Jerusalem adorned in splendor.  The new Jerusa-

lem here is a metaphor for the people of God.  It is with human beings 

now, not in a distant heaven, that God dwells.  

 The new Jerusalem is a transformation of the old Garden of 

Eden lost by the sin of our first parents.  The new Jerusalem is a return to 

the ancient promises in which crying, mourning and pain are no more.  

What was intended from the beginning for God’s holy people is fulfilled 

in Christ.   

 This weekend we will pray an “ecological examen” together – in 

the fashion of the review that St. Ignatius wants his Jesuits to do daily – 

a review of their tracking God’s initiatives in their daily living.   

 Doing anything about climate change may seem beyond our 

reach.  What can I do to limit the number of jets flying overhead each 

day and burning jet fuel?  But in the small scope of my choices, I can 

make a difference.  Am I willing to leave the car in the garage one day a 

week and take public transportation?  Or ride my bike or walk to the 

store for shopping?  What about bringing some canvas bags to the store 

for carrying groceries instead of using paper or plastic?  And I can think 

“renewable.”  Use ceramic cups instead of plastic, or carry a water bot-

tle.  Our children will show us the way. 

 It is a fact that people on the margins most feel the effect of our 

neglect of the earth. A beginning of ecological  
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Today’s Readings: 
  

 Acts   14:21-27 

 Revelation 21:1-5a 

 John   13:31-33a, 34-35
   

Next Sunday’s Readings: 
  

 Acts   15:1-2, 22-29 

 Revelation 21:10-14, 22-23 

 John   14:23-29 

   

 Preaching Next Sunday:  

 Fr. Dan Sullivan, S.J. 
 

Mass Schedule: 
 

 

Saturday Vigil: 5:00PM 

Sunday: 8:00AM & 10:30AM 

Sunday Contemplative: 7:30PM 

Daily: Monday 8:00AM in church 

Tuesday - Friday 8:00AM La Storta Chapel 

Centering Prayer: Fr iday 7:00AM 

Anointing Mass: First Fr iday 8:00AM 

First Saturday Mass: 8:00AM 

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30-4:30PM 

or by appointment with a priest 
Continued next page >>> 



  www.sipdx.org           May 19,  2019  

conversion has to do with your belief about the importance of this life.  This life is not simply a preparation for future 

beatitude.  The purpose of this life is to take responsibility for blessing those on your path right now.  What hurts others, 

hurts you. What blesses others, blesses you.  A good prayer is to be courageous in the face of the suffering that love en-

tails. 

 Two weekends ago was First Communion.  The minister held up the  Host and said “The Body of Christ.”  

When the children said “Amen,” they affirmed their faith that the bread is the Body of Christ.  They also declared, 

“Yes,” to the same kind of self-surrendering love that Jesus lived.  My prayer is that our children will see the rest of us 

saying “Yes” to the same kind of self-forgetful love that shows up in our care for the earth. 
 

Fr. Craig Boly, S.J.  

Pastor 

Mass  Intentions  
 

Monday  May 20  † Roseline Amalu 

Tuesday  May 21  † Souls in Purgatory 

Wednesday May 22  † Amelia 

Thursday May 23  † Cordelia Odilo 

Friday  May 24  † Jim Emig 

“…every one of us has a responsibility to participate in swift and united  

action to repair humanity’s relationship with the Earth.” 

                                                                                         -Pope Francis, ‘Laudato Si’: On Care for Our Common Home 

 

HERE IS HOPE AND GOOD NEWS: our  5th and 8th graders are teaming up to lead our parish school in responding 

to Pope Francis’s challenge ….and they aren’t waiting!  Here are THEIR initiatives, that will be followed through the 

science curriculum for the next decade: 

1. Using science, assess the carbon footprint of our school;  

2. Identify specific ways to dramatically reduce our impact on the planet and restore ecological health and  

diversity to our campus; 

3. Make recommendations to the parish and SAC about reducing our carbon footprint by improvements to  

physical plant and grounds; 

4. Make recommendations to all the kids and adults at school for how changing our behavior will help reduce 

our school’s footprint. 
 

FROM THE KIDS: “We are trying to figure out what the carbon footpr int of our  school is and once we figure 

out the footprint, we are going to try to reduce it year by year because the United Nations says  

climate change will be irreversible in the next 12 years,” says Juliet, grade 5.  
 

Reid, grade 5, added, “It’s important for everyone to understand how we can change this. I feel a little bit like our class 

can make a small difference but if we can educate others about what we are doing and they change we can really begin 

to make an impact.” 
 

This work is part of a growing vision to create a green campus for spirit, health and justice. This is a deepening of our 

parish’s 2015 discernment that resulted in commitment to ecological justice. We hope you will join us for a benefit con-

cert to kick off the first leg of fundraising on June 1, from 1-4, focused on a green play space. Please see today’s 

flyer for more information! (And watch for  the new bamboo along Powell: shout out to Stanley Koudjrakor , as-

piring Eagle Scout and parishioner, for his leadership!) 

 

And the children shall lead us…. 

 

Blessings on your week! 

Kelli Clark 

Principal 

 

A warm  

welcome  
to  a l l  our guests .  

 

We are so happy you are here 

to celebrate with us! 
 

New to St. Ignatius Parish?   

Register by dropping a “Welcome” 

card in the offering basket with your 

information, or visit us online at  

http://www.sipdx.org/about 

https://www.americamagazine.org/topic/pope-francis
https://www.americamagazine.org/topic/laudato-si


St .  Andrew’s Nativi ty  School —In Need of  Volunteers  
The Graduate Support office at St. Andrew’s Nativity is looking for volunteers to be 

a part of the Nativity Scholars College & Career Coaching Program. We are looking 

for “Coaches” to support a Nativity graduate in the process of planning and preparing for future success, from high 

school through post-secondary transitions. Ideally, Coaches will be educators or former educators with experience work-

ing with high school- or college- aged students. Right now we are just asking for anyone interested to email Brianna 

Hennessy at bhennessy@nativityportland.org for more information or call at 503-335-9600. 

“Live simply so that others may simply live” - Mahatma Gandhi  

Married Singles  Lifes ty le  

The Married Singles Lifestyle describes couples that may have lost a sense of closeness 

they once had as marriage partners and are living more like roommates. Retrouvaille 

teaches couples how to survive times like these in their marriages. This program has 

helped 10’s of 1000’s of couples experiencing difficulty at all levels of marital distress 

from disillusionment to deep misery. For confidential information about, or to register 

for the program beginning with a weekend on June 21-23, 2010, call (503) 225-9191 or 

visit https://www.helpourmarriage.org/ 

Parish Off ice  
503 -777-1491  

off ice@sipdx.org  
 

Pastor Fr Craig Boly, SJ 

cboly@sipdx.org ext. 231 

 

Fr. Dan Sullivan, SJ 

dsullivan@sipdx.org 

 
Pastoral  Counci l  

Co-Chair- James Nguyen  
james@dragonberryproduce.com 

  

Co-Chair - Janice Harwood  

jcharwoodster@gmail.com 

 

A full list of staff & council  

members is located on 

our webpage at 

www.sipdx.org/parish-staff 

Night  School  for Deeper Learning with  the  Faber Insti tute  
The Faber Institute invites you to join the Night School for Deeper Learning on Tuesday, May 21st on the eastside at the 

Loyola Jesuit Center, or on Thursday, May 23rd on the westside at Valley Community Presbyterian Church, both from 

5:30 - 7:00PM. The Night School is an adventurous exercise of depth and reflectivity. This month's classes will be 

on Teresa of Avila, lead by Joel Kibler of the Brotherhood of the People of Praise. For more information and to RSVP, 

visit www.faberinstitute.com/events. 

Young Adult  Pub Theology—Final  One Before Summer!  
The month of May is a time for celebration of our holy mother and all other moth-

er’s in our life. Join the young adult crew for the final pub theology until Septem-

ber. We’ll celebrate Mary and other women of the Catholic church with bingo, beer, 

and snacks. Mt. Tabor Brewing, Thursday, May 23rd at 7 PM. Contact Gretchen 

Schissel, gschissel@sipdx.org, for more information. 

St. Vincent de Paul would 

like to thank Girl Scout Dai-

sies Troop 10094 headed by 

Michele Becker for their 

generous donation of 72 girl 

scout cookies as well as Cub 

Scouts Pack 351 headed by 

Jennifer Merrill Long for 

their bountiful donation of 

approximately 70 lbs of food. 

Fundraiser  for  Our Lady of  Sorrows  
Our Lady of Sorrows is hosting a used book sale. All 

proceeds will go towards the parish Property Devel-

opment Fund. Over 8,000 items available—books, 

DVDs, Vinyl and CDs of all genres. Saturday and 

Sunday, June 1 & 2, 9:30 AM to 4 PM in the Parish 

Gym. 5239 SE Woodstock Blvd, Portland, OR. Con-

tact Evelyn Brush at ebrush@olspdx.org or call  

(503) 775-6731 ext. 102. 

Meet Our Nursery Coordinators!  

Paul and Elizabeth Ebensteiner 

 

 

 

 

The St. Ignatius nursery is open on Sundays from 9 AM to noon in the  
preschool room at the school. 

Dog in Need of  Home  
Long time parishioner, Mrs. Helen Scott, must part with her five 

year old Miniature Pinscher, Minnie. She needs a wonderful new 

home that will provide a lot of tender, loving care. For more in-

formation regarding owner and home preferences please visit 

https://portland.craigslist.org/mlt/pet/d/portland-sweet-miniature-

pinscher-needs/6883702101.html. A home visit will be request-

ed. If interested contact Dan Scott—call or text (970) 570-5763. 
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