
When Another’s  Suffering Touches You  

Dear Parishioners: 

 On this President’s Weekend when we celebrate our 84th Annual Italian Dinner, it is consoling to hear the Lord’s 

teaching that helps us be community for one another – the teaching about empathy as the source of genuine happiness. 

 Today’s gospel proclaims Luke’s version of the beatitudes.  Luke says that the poor, hungry, weeping and re-

jected are particularly blessed in God’s eyes – while those who have more than they need and whose affluence makes 

them laugh at tomorrow are the ones to be pitied.  Jesus’ message is scathingly direct: He says “you” to both the poor 

and the rich, to the hungry and the satisfied, to those who weep about the conditions of the world and those who enjoy 

them. 

 Jesus’ word for “poor” in the Greek was ptochos, and it meant “people who were bowed down or cowering like 

beggars.”  It was the same word he used to describe Lazarus, the poor man who crouched near the gate of a wealthy man 

who never noticed him (Luke 16:20).  So the poor were definitely suffering in their present poverty. 

 To an ordinary contemporary of Jesus, poverty was a curse, a sign of God’s disfavor.   Humanly speaking, it is 

hard to believe in the blessedness of the poor.  For example, which psalm do you want your friends to pray for you:  Ps. 

34 that says the Lord is close to the brokenhearted; or Ps. 1 that declares those who love God are like trees planted near 

streams, and their leaves never wither.  The prosperity evangelists say that the good people thrive, and therefore finan-

cial success is a sign of goodness in God’s sight.  But this is not what Jesus taught, neither in this passage nor by the ex-

ample of his life. 

 What do you make of this message?  You are a citizen of one of the world’s richest nations.  When you have a 

job and health care and connections, it’s hard to imagine what it’s like to 

be poor and live on $2 a day.  Nor would an increase in poverty ever be a 

good thing. 

 If you really want the blessings that Jesus promises today, it 

seems that the main entry point is to be among those who weep.  Luke 

mentions weeping about three times as often as the other evangelists.  In 

addition to the Beatitudes, Luke mentions people weeping over death 

(7:13; 8:52).  He remembers Peter weeping after denying Jesus (22:62).  

He portrays the weeping of the woman who washed Jesus’ feet (7:38).  

Most poignantly, Luke reminds his readers that Jesus himself wept over 

the city of Jerusalem, the city that was about to demand his death 

(19:41).  Luke narrates holy tears as the response to conversion, death, 

betrayal, and hardness of heart. 

 Pope Francis in his apostolic exhortation, “The Joy of the Gos-

pel” (Evangelii Gaudium), explains the woe of a world that doesn’t 

weep.  Elaborating on Jesus’ teaching, Pope Francis warns “Almost 

without being aware of it, we end up being incapable of feeling compas-

sion at the outcry of the poor, weeping for other people’s pain and feel-

ing a need to help them, as though all this were someone else’s responsi-

bility and not our own” (#54).  As privileged, few of us may feel food 

insecure – but none of us is incapable of compassion, or of the empathy 

that makes us vulnerable to another’s pain.  When you wish to dwell 

among the blessed in Jesus’ reign of God, you will learn from the poor – 

so that their hope becomes your own.  Then, step by step, you will expe-

rience beatitude. 

 Paul’s letter to the Corinthians may seem as if it has nothing to 

do with us.  The reality is surprisingly different.  

Some of the Corinthians taught that there was  
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Today’s Readings: 
  

 Jeremiah 17:5-8 

 1 Corinthians  15:12, 16-20 

 Luke   6:17, 20-26 
    

Next Sunday’s Readings: 
  

 1 Samuel  26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23 

 1 Corinthians  15:45-49 

 Luke   6:27-38 
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 Fr. Craig Boly, S.J.  
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Saturday Vigil: 5:00PM 

Sunday: 8:00AM & 10:30AM 

Sunday Contemplative: 7:30PM 

Daily: Monday 8:00AM in church 

Tuesday - Friday 8:00AM La Storta Chapel 

Centering Prayer: Fr iday 7:00AM 

Anointing Mass: First Fr iday 8:00AM 

First Saturday Mass: 8:00AM 

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30-4:30PM 

or by appointment with a priest 
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no bodily resurrection.  Yet Paul’s conversion -- and all his subsequent preaching -- was based on his personal encounter 

with the Risen Christ.  Paul met Jesus risen from the dead. 

 The Acts of the Apostles narrates Paul’s conversion experience three times.  The common element in each of the 

three versions is that the Risen Christ identified himself with the community gathered in his name.  This is what Paul 

taught in 1 Cor. 12 about the community as the body of Christ: what happened to Christ in his resurrection will happen 

to the members of his body. 

 This touches the heart of Paul’s mysticism – that Christ is alive in us, both individually and collectively.  This is 

the center of Paul’s theology: that by becoming one with humanity, Christ led the way for humanity to become one with 

God (Philippians 3:6-10; Galatians 2:20).  

 Christ’s resurrection is the bedrock of his faith.  If Christ is not raised, there is no reason to bother with Christi-

anity.  And anyone who sacrifices for it is to be pitied.  But Christ has become the source of life for those who have ex-

perienced the meaning of his resurrection (Philippians 3:7-11).  The resurrection’s power now operating in us is the 

source of our confidence . . . that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ (Romans 8:38). 

 Jesus challenges us in the passage about woes and beatitudes.  There are the poor on the one hand.  They have 

hope for a kingdom of God when one day they will “leap for joy” in God’s presence.  And there are the rich.  They are 

warned to discern where they find their comfort.  The real comfort to seek is in care of the least among us.   

The greatness of Jesus’ preaching is that there is something for everyone.  He addresses the plight of the poor, 

hungry, unhappy and persecuted.  To them he assures the kingdom of heaven.  To those who have money in their pock-

ets, bread in their bellies and happiness in their hearts, he says “Woe to you.”  How easy it is to be complacent and satis-

fied when things are going well.  Jesus reminds us that we are here to love one another, especially those difficult to love, 

even our enemies. 

 

Fr. Craig Boly, S.J.  

Pastor 

Mass  Intentions  
 

Monday  February 18        † Frank Girone 

Tuesday  February 19   † Lorraine Amsberry 

Wednesday February 20  † Andrew Devine 

Thursday February 21   † Jean Anne Coleman 

Friday  February 22  † Eldridge Moores 

A warm  

welcome  
to  a l l  our guests .  

 

We are so happy you are here 

to celebrate with us! 

New to St. Ignatius Parish?   

Register by dropping a 

“Welcome” card in the offering 

basket with your information, or 

visit us online at  

http://www.sipdx.org/registration 

YOU’RE INVITED! Ital ian Dinner this  Sunday  

Join us in Dillon Hall between noon and six for yummy food and enjoya-

ble company! Take out available, too. 

For parties of 8 or more, please call Diane Welters (503) 774—0744. 

Young Adult Pub Theology 

Thursday, February 28th at Mt Tabor Brewing Taproom 

This month’s topic, “Spiritual…but not Religious”, will be a facilitated conversa-

tion on the relationship of spirituality and religion. 20 & 30 year olds, please join 

us at Mt. Tabor Brewing Taproom from 7PM – 9PM, starting with a social hour 

followed by discussion. 

21+. Beverages available for purchase.  

More info at sipdx.org and on our Facebook page. Questions? Contact Gretchen 

Schissel at gschissel@sipdx.org or 503-777-1491 x227. 

mailto:gschissel@sipdx.org
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Pastor Fr Craig Boly, SJ 

cboly@sipdx.org ext. 231 

 

Fr. Dan Sullivan, SJ 

dsullivan@sipdx.org 

 
Pastoral  Counci l  

Co-Chair- James Nguyen  
james@dragonberryproduce.com 

  

Co-Chair - Janice Harwood  

jcharwoodster@gmail.com 

 

A full list of staff & council  

Members are located on 

Our webpage at 

www.sipdx.org 

Sti l l  hungry for  more I tal ian  food? Vis i t  Our Lady of  Sorrows next  weekend!   

The Young Ladies' Institute's annual Lasagna Dinner and Silent Auction will be held February 24th in the Our Lady of 

Sorrows gym, SE 52nd and Woodstock. Doors open at noon and the meal is served at 12:30 p.m. Adults $12; children 6-

12, $5; 5 and under free. The proceeds go to the education of seminarians at Mt. Angel Seminary and for a Catholic high 

school scholarship. Please come, enjoy a delicious meal and have fun!  

Port land Cathol ic  Women’s  Conference  

Ladies, please save this date: March 16, 2019 for “Visitation: Fellowship and the Feminine Genius.” Spend a day (8am 

to 4pm) with fellow faith-filled women exploring Catholic women’s unique role. Our keynote speaker Abigail Favale, 

author of Into the Deep: An Unlikely Catholic Conversion, will explore how Mary’s inspiration can inform our voices in 

a secular world. Located at The Grotto, women will have plenty of time for fellowship, prayer, and meditation. 

The entire city is abuzz with the mystery of what happened to the eagerly anticipat-

ed Snowpocalypse of 2019. Our first graders know that there are several rituals to 

ensure a snow day (thank you, Mrs. Schultheis!) After our snow day a week ago, I 

visited the class to learn WHO wore their PJs inside-out, put a white crayon on the 

windowsill, flushed an ice cube down the toilet or slept with a spoon under their 

pillow. Since their prowess as snow-day warriors got excellent results, they con-

fessed that they’d all done most of the rituals. Congratulated for their skill and 

warned not to use their powers again on a school night, our first graders were solid-

ly on the job keeping the school doors open – well done! 

OBOB: Thank you to all of you helping with the Oregon Battle of the Books. 

Competition is fierce this year with 46 students participating. Huge shout out to the 

tireless Mrs. McDermott for her encouragement and support of our ravenous read-

ers!  

ITALIAN DINNER SERVERS: Our  students and school families will be hard 

at work serving up mounds of beautiful pasta at the Italian dinner. We look forward 

to seeing you there! 

Next Open House: March 7  Please consider  the immense gift of a Catholic ed-

ucation available to your child as a member of the parish and contact the office as 

soon as possible to ensure there is space. Need based financial aid is available for  

K-8. 

 

Blessings! 

Kelli Clark 

Principal 

Funeral  Minis try Needs  You  

Funeral Ministry team is looking for more help on the team, especially guys, for the larger funerals when we have to set 

up in the gym. It doesn't happen that often, just once in a while. If you are able to help, please call: Nancy DeAnge-

lis 503-659-9473 or Sharon Nicola 503-775-1060, 971-340-7525. Thanks ever so much!  

The Faber Inst i tute  Night  School  This  Week  

The Faber Institute invites you to join the Night School for Deeper Learning on Tuesday, February 19th on the eastside 

at the Loyola Jesuit Center, or on Thursday, February 21st on the westside at Valley Community Presbyterian Church, 

both from 5:30 - 7:00PM. The Night School is an adventurous exercise of depth and reflectivity. This month's classes 

will be lead by Fr. Steve Lantry of Missoula on the topic of Rumi the poet.  For more information and to RSVP, vis-

it www.faberinstitute.com/events. 

http://www.faberinstitute.com/events



